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Why We Have Borders 


The June 2, 2003 edition of THE NEW AMER- 
ICAN contained a letter to the editor (“More 
Immigrants Needed?”’) criticizing what the 
writer called the “counterproductive” immi- 
gration laws. He refers to aliens as “harmless 
foreigners.” As an agent with the U.S. Bor- 
der Patrol, I have to tell you that such an at- 
titude is exactly what has caused our immi- 
gration problem. 

In my 18 years on the job, I have arrested 
many criminal aliens. Their crimes have 
ranged from DWI, vehicle pursuits, burglary, 
drug trafficking, fraud, sexual assault, rape, and 
murder. I would hardly call these people 
“harmless foreigners.” Many aliens capitalize 
upon this “harmless foreigner” image and look 
at the U.S. and its citizens as easy prey. 

When I talk with people who hold to an 
“open border” mentality, I ask them if they 
would like these criminal aliens living next 
door to them. When they respond “no,” then 
the only course of action is to have immigra- 
tion laws and to enforce them. Yes, the ma- 
jority of the aliens we arrest are not violent, 
but we are a sovereign nation and must en- 
force our laws to keep it that way. 

The writer of the above-mentioned letter 
went on to describe the “Gestapo-like INS.” 
I don’t think there is another law enforce- 
ment agency in the U.S. or the world that ar- 
rests more people on a daily basis than the 
Border Patrol and the INS (which was abol- 
ished on March 1, 2003 and folded into the 
Department of Homeland Security). The 
agents involved in these arrests many times 
are lifesavers to aliens often left to die in the 
desert by the smugglers. 

I know of many agents who use their own 
money to provide food for aliens. I also know 
of many agents who have received letters of 
appreciation from aliens they have arrested, 
thanking them for treating them profession- 
ally and humanely. We are not perfect, but 
our task is daunting and we try to do the best 
with what we have. Support from our elect- 
ed officials and the public would go a long 
way towards doing our job. 

“Gestapo-like”? I don’t think so. Remem- 
ber, our job is to prevent the illegal entry of 
aliens into the United States. East German 
guards were well known for preventing peo- 
ple from leaving. If you don’t like it here in 
the U.S., you are always welcome to leave. 
Nobody is stopping you from doing that. 

Gary ROUSSIE 
Buffalo, New York 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


“Free” Trade? 


Kudos to Mr. William F. Jasper for his “free 
trade” article (“Your Job May Be Next,” 
March 10th issue), and his response to a let- 
ter to the editor in the May 5th issue. The let- 
ter writer drags out the same old worn-out 
mantra we heard when Congress was cram- 
ming NAFTA and GATT down our throats. 
The only problem with the “free trade” ar- 
gument is that we have now had 10 years to 
evaluate NAFTA and nine years for GATT. 

Karl Marx understood “free trade” better 
than the “free traders” of today when he said 
back in 1848: “When you place a free man 
in competition with a slave you enslave the 
free man.” Sadly, today’s “free traders” don’t 
understand what Marx knew and understood 
very clearly — or do they? 

Let’s look at what “free trade” under the 
NAFTA/GATT flag has accomplished: It has 
eroded our tax base by shifting value-added 
manufacturing ability to foreign countries, 
namely Communist China; the tax base that 
once financed our local governments and 
schools now finances the Peoples’ Liberation 
Army (PLA) of Communist China; it is es- 
sentially foreign aid under a new name; it has 
lowered the standard of living in America 
today for those who can least afford it, cre- 
ating more working poor Americans. 

If you are one of those Americans won- 
dering when and if your NAFTA/GATT ship 
will ever come in, as the proponents said it 
would, rest assured that the ship you can 
barely see on the horizon has the letters 
COSCO blocked on its hull. 

DENNIS JAMES 
Marcellus, Michigan 


Vice and Violence 


I just finished “The Last Word” article from 
Warren Mass in the May 19, 2003 issue (“The 
Santorum Controversy”’). I am truly glad that 
there are still men with backbone to stand 
against the “politically correct” and express 
their opinions. I do hope that Senator Santo- 
rum will stand strong under the scrutiny that 
he is receiving. 

One fact that is often missed is the impact 
that the sodomite society has had on society 
as a whole. I read an article that gave some 
statistics on sodomites. It was published in 
the New York Times that the leading U.S. se- 
rial killers are homosexuals, to wit: Donald 
Harvey (37 murders); John Wayne Gacy (33 
murders); Patrick Wayne Kearney (32 mur- 
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ders); Dean Corll, Elmer Wayne Henley and 
David Owen Brooks (27 murders each); and 
Juan Corona (25 murders). Not mentioned in 
that article were Bruce Davis (28 murders); 
Stephen Kraft (16 murders); William Bonin 
(14 murders); and the infamous Jeffrey Dah- 
mer of Milwaukee with 17 murders. 
CHRIS STANLEY 
Westfield, North Carolina 


American Heritage Girls 


I noted with interest the picture of the Girl 
Scouts selling cookies at a Gay Pride Parade 
(“Mainstreaming Homosexuality” by Isabel 
Lyman, June 16th issue of TNA). When I be- 
came a Girl Scout leader seven years ago, I 
knew something was wrong when they told 
me in leader training that if the issue came up, 
I could not tell the girls whether it was right 
or wrong to have premarital sex. “Oh, we can’t 
impose our values on the girls,” they said. 
After four years, it was my girls who were 
complaining that the Girl Scouts wouldn’t let 
them do many activities that the Boy Scouts 
were allowed to do, and I started looking 
around for alternatives for them. The follow- 


ing year we switched to Camp Fire Boys and 
Girls with an all-girl troop. I had grown up 
in California as a Camp Fire Girl in the ’60s 
and I thought I could make it work. However, 
the year after we joined, they changed their 
name to Camp Fire USA and also changed 
their policies. The Camp Fire USA website 
states: ““We are inclusive, open to every per- 
son in the communities we serve, welcoming 
children, youth and adults regardless of race, 
religion, socioeconomic status, disability, sex- 
ual orientation or other aspect of diversity.” 

I believe in being kind to my neighbors, 
but not all neighbors are suitable leaders for 
my girls and I could no longer feel comfort- 
able about associating with Camp Fire. It was 
then that my husband brought home an arti- 
cle he found on the Internet about a new 
scouting organization for girls called Amer- 
ican Heritage Girls. Started in 1995 by some 
Girl Scout leaders in Ohio who were dis- 
turbed by the direction Girl Scouts was tak- 
ing, they took it upon themselves to start their 
own values-based scouting organization for 
girls. They began with 100 girls and in seven 
years grew to 1,200 girls. Last year they took 
the program national and started chartering 
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troops all over the country, ours being one of 
them. American Heritage Girls emphasizes 
patriotism, service to the community, and be- 
lief in God. They also do the usual scouting 
things such as camping and earning badges. 
It’s about time something as good as Boy 
Scouts has come along for the girls. I hope 
that perhaps TNA can even do an article on 
them. 
CHARLOTTE M. MEYER 
Maquoketa, Iowa 


American Heritage Girls was a subject of the 
“Making a Difference” column in our No- 
vember 19, 2001 issue. — Ed. 


CORRECTION: In our June 2nd cover 
story, “Morality Meltdown,” we erro- 
neously attributed to CNN’s Meriah Doty 
quotes that glowingly promoted the 
vulgar new movie The Real Cancun. 
Apologies are in order to CNN and 
Meriah Doty. The quotes were actually 
from a review of the movie by the Asso- 
ciated Press’ Christy Lemire, which CNN 
had posted on its website. 
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Emptying the Cradle of Liberty 


by Hans Zeiger 


few weeks ago, I was ignoring a stream of 
A e-mails from Scouting for All, a left-wing ac- 

tivist group attempting to force change in the 
Boy Scouts’ policy on homosexuals and God. These e- 
mails were announcing a demonstration that was to 
take place outside of the convention center in Phila- 
delphia where the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) would 
hold its annual national convention. I should have de- 
tected the warning signs of what was about to happen. 

Convention-goers were mostly oblivious to the 
small group of Scouting for All picketers that showed 
up during the meeting. But they could not help but be 
astounded by the interestingly timed decision of Philadelphia’s 
local Cradle of Liberty Boy Scout Council to allow open homo- 
sexuals into the organization as leaders and members. 

Philadelphia is now the third largest local council in the na- 
tion to fall prey to the radical conspiracy against the Boy Scouts. 
Last year, the Boston Minuteman Council and the Piedmont 
Council near San Francisco rebelled against the BSA national 
policy stating that homosexuals cannot hold membership in the 
organization. Now that the three councils have given in, others 
in the country are discussing the possibility of following along 
on the dark road to moral relativism. 

Two years ago, the chief executive officers in nine major Scout 
councils wrote letters requesting that the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica change its policy to accommodate homosexuals. Those coun- 
cils were from Philadelphia, Boston, San Francisco, Chicago, 
New York City, Minneapolis, and three from Los Angeles. 

Though some have claimed that the Cradle of Liberty Coun- 
cil was courageous in its stand, nothing could be further from 
the truth. The council set a pathetic example of cowardice and 
moral indifference for its 87,000 young members. 

Those who wish to destroy the core values of the Boy Scouts 
wish to destroy Scouting itself. For over 20 years, the radical 
Left has exercised gradual efforts to defund and destroy Scout- 
ing through constant lawsuits and protests. The conspiracy be- 
hind the feminist movement, the homosexual rights movement, 
and the atheist/humanist movement has weighed down on the 
Scouts so heavily that it is now beginning to buckle. The anti- 
Scouts have persuaded companies, charities, churches, and 
schools to end ties with the Scouts. 

As a result of the work of the United Way, several ecumeni- 
cal church denominations, unions, educational and medical or- 
ganizations, liberal judges, the Clinton administration, and many 
other “mainstream” causes, left-wing activists are able to go 
largely unchallenged in labeling the Boy Scouts as bigots and 
homophobes. They’ve looked Scouting in the eyes and declared 


Hans Zeiger, 18, is an Eagle Scout, a spokesman for the Scout Oath Coalition, 


and a Seattle Times columnist. 
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that a moral code built on truth doesn’t work in our 
time. The anti-Scouts have drawn the Boy Scouts into 
a vast political and cultural debate that the organiza- 
tion would rather not spend its time fighting. 

Of course, the Scouts would rather spend time 
camping and hiking and teaching important life skills 
and doing the things that Scouts do. But if the Scouts 
fall apart with their foundational moral code, the rest 
of society can’t be far behind. 

Which is why it is so absolutely crucial that Amer- 
icans wake up to the tragedy of the Philadelphia 
Council. Local parents must withdraw their children 
from their troops, and individuals who contribute to the council 
must immediately stop giving. Since the Boy Scout Oath and 
Law are core elements of a true Scout, the rejection of “moral- 
ly straight” effectively severs the Philadelphia Council from the 
Boy Scouts. In fact, I refuse to identify the council as a part of 
the Boy Scouts of America from this point on. The national or- 
ganization must make the 
same refusal by ending 
its ties with the Philadel- 
phia Council. 

For 90 years, the U.S. 
has boasted the strongest 
program of Scouting in 
the world. It is no coinci- 
dence that America is the 
world’s strongest nation. 
And the same people 
who want to destroy the 
Boy Scouts are working 
hard to destroy America. 

The movement to destroy the Boy Scouts of America is a 
movement to put our nation on the same list with the 20 major 
countries that don’t have Boy Scouting. The list includes 
Afghanistan, Cambodia, China, Cuba, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guinea, 
Iran, Iraq, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, North Korea, Myanmar, Somalia, 
Turkmenistan, Vietnam, and Zaire. These countries are ruled by 
dictatorship, anarchy, or Communism, and most of the citizens 
of these countries have never experienced freedom. 

But the Boy Scouts of America learn that freedom requires 
great responsibility and great virtue. They know that honor is the 
core of character and that duty to God and country is the only 
cradle in which liberty is safe. 

As an Eagle Scout and an assistant scoutmaster, I cannot allow 
my organization and my nation to be taken over by radical move- 
ments that find their grounding in vicious intolerance of moral 
absolutes. The Left must be stopped from taking over the Boy 
Scouts, lest America join those nations of the world that neither 
know about, nor recall resting in, the Cradle of Liberty. Mi 
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Abortuary Bombings 
Kill Innocents 


Miznor Chadwick of Birmingham, Alabama, a pro-life sidewalk 
counselor, stands vigil outside the New Woman All Women 
abortion mill every Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday. 
For 15 years, the 62-year-old retiree has pleaded with the abor- 
tuary’s clientele to seek alternatives to abortion. He was at his 
post in January 1997 when a toolbox packed with dynamite ex- 
ploded nearby, killing off-duty police officer Robert Sanderson 
and seriously wounding clinic employee Emily Lyons. 

“T was standing right here,’ Chadwick told a reporter for the 
Cox News Service, “when the bomb went off. It was about 2! 
feet from the porch there. Blew a hole about 18 inches deep.” 
Shortly before the explosion, Chadwick had been speaking with 
Sanderson, who moonlighted as a security guard. “The two had 
become friendly, often shooting the breeze to while away the 
morning,” recalled the June 5th wire service story. “The con- 
version of many abortion business workers to the pro-life per- 
spective starts the same way.” In fact, Chadwick recalls, on one 
occasion a pro-abortion activist “was coming up to whip me 
and [Sanderson] stopped the guy right in his tracks.” 

Of Eric Robert Rudolph, the former fugitive accused of bomb- 
ing the Birmingham abortuary and setting off another bomb at 
Centennial Park during the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, Chadwick 
states: “He’s a killer. A murderer.... His mind is messed up. Peo- 
ple do things in the name of God that are the opposite of what 
God wants.” 


Military Tribunals on the Horizon 


The June 2nd Los Angeles Times reported that military authori- 
ties at the U.S. Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, “have 
begun renovating several old office buildings to serve as court- 
rooms” for military tribunals. “Officials in Cuba also are infor- 
mally discussing plans for building a Death Row and an execu- 
tion chamber should any of the military trials result in death 
sentences in the U.S. war on terror,” continues the report. 

The Pentagon’s Office of Military Commissions is selecting 
defendants from among the 680 detainees in Cuba’s Camp X-Ray, 
and President Bush is expected to sign an executive order autho- 
rizing military trials sometime later this summer. 

A somewhat sensationalized view of this story appeared on 
May 26th on the website of Australia’s News.com.au wire ser- 
vice, which described the planned arrangement as “a death camp, 
with its own death row and execution chamber. Prisoners would 
be tried, convicted and executed without leaving its boundaries, 
without a jury and without right of appeal.” This summary is sen- 
sationalistic in that the term “death camp” connotes a facility 
akin to what the Nazis and Soviets used to liquidate en masse 
innocent people arbitrarily designated “enemies of the state.” 
Camp X-Ray is not that type of facility. However, the envisioned 
military tribunals would create tremendous potential for abuse, 
and that abuse could quickly multiply as federal power contin- 


No murder is justified: Eric Robert Rudolph was arrested May 31st on 
charges of bombing Centennial Park during the 1996 Olympics and an 
abortion clinic in 1997. Miznor Chadwick, who witnessed the clinic 
bombing, stressed: “He’s a killer... People do things in the name of God 
that are the opposite of what God wants.” 


ues its unrestrained growth because of the open-ended war on 
terrorism. 

Legal scholar Jacob Hornberger of the Future of Freedom 
Foundation points out that it is chillingly appropriate that Camp 
X-Ray is located in Cuba, “where military tribunals are also a cen- 
tral part of Fidel Castro’s ‘war on terrorism.’” 

“In fact, when I visited Cuba a few years ago, I witnessed on 
Cuban national television a trial by military tribunal of a suspected 
terrorist with alleged CIA connections,” continued Hornberger. “I 
have to say it was quite eerie seeing everybody in the courtroom, 
including the defense attorneys, dressed in military garb.” The 
same would be true of the envisioned military tribunals, in which 
prosecutors, counsels for defense, trial judges, and appeals judges 
would all be military officers. 

“Ask yourself an important question: Why is the U.S. govern- 
ment holding the trials in Cuba rather than the United States?” 
writes Hornberger. “There’s one — and only one — reason: to 
avoid the constraints of our Constitution — the document that 
U.S. officials purportedly take an oath to support and defend. Un- 
fortunately when it comes to waging the ‘war on terrorism,’ all 
too many U.S. officials hold our Constitution ... in contempt and 
instead have much more enthusiasm for how Fidel Castro wages 
his ‘war on terrorism’ than they would care to admit.” 
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Buckle Up: Market Plunge Ahead 


Speaking to a gathering of central bankers in Berlin on June 3rd, 
Federal Reserve commissar Alan Greenspan declared that he saw 
indications of a “fairly marked turnaround” in the U.S. economy. 
Greenspan’s remarks sent stocks surging. 

On June 4th, the Dow edged above the 9,000 benchmark, lead- 
ing many investors to conclude that the market bulls are running 
again, and that the long-anticipated recovery had arrived. “Peo- 
ple are now looking for reasons to buy stocks, not sell them,” 
Michael Murphy, head trader at Wachovia Securities in Baltimore, 
told the Washington Post. 

As a June 4th Wall Street Journal story pointed out, not every- 
body is joining in the buying frenzy. “Executives are rushing to sell 
their companies’ shares at a pace not seen since 2001,” noted the 
Journal. “More than $3.1 billion in shares was sold in May by cor- 
porate insiders, the most such selling in 24 months.... The moves 
are a concern because ‘insider’ buying and selling — by people 
who presumably are the most knowledgeable about their compa- 
nies’ prospects — have been good predictors of the market’s di- 
rection. For example, many executives sold their holdings in early 
2000, just before a bear market in stocks began. Now, many again 
are locking in profits ... on the heels of the market’s recent gains.” 

Bill Bonner, publisher of The Daily Reckoning (an online fi- 
nancial and investment report), points to other ominous signs that 
the economy — rather than recovering — has a long fall ahead 
before bottoming out. Among the signs seen by Bonner are those 
advertising bankruptcy counseling services. “In America, in the 
springtime of the third year of George W. Bush’s rule ... bank- 
tuptcy has become as popular as weight-loss,” comments Bonner. 
“Bankruptcy rates are hitting records despite the best efforts of 
those who manage the economy.... In addition to bankruptcies and 
unemployment, business profits as a percentage of GDP have fall- 


Were They Even Looking? 


“Intelligence gathered by this and other governments leaves no 
doubt that the Iraq regime continues to possess and conceal some 
of the most lethal weapons ever devised,” stated President Bush 
in a televised March 17th address. Those weapons, insisted the 
president in a March 6th statement, posed an existential threat to 
the United States: “I will not leave the American people at the 
mercy of the Iraqi dictator and his weapons.” 

Shortly after the invasion of Iraq began, Pentagon spokes- 
woman Victoria Clarke told reporters: “One of our top objectives 
is to find and destroy the WMD [weapons of mass destruction]. 
There are a number of sites.” Secretary of Defense Donald Rums- 
feld told ABC News on March 30th, “We know where they are. 
They’re in the area around Tikrit and Baghdad and east, west, 
south and north somewhat.” 

Months after the U.S.-led military coalition seized control of 
Iraq, no definitive evidence has emerged that the much-discussed 
WMDs exist. During a question-and-answer session following a 
May 27th address to the Council on Foreign Relations, Rumsfeld 
was asked about the missing WMDs. “It’s a country the size of 
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Not so fast: Despite Alan Greenspan’s supposed optimism, many 
executives are “rushing to sell their companies’ shares,” says the Wall 
Street Journal. This may mean the economy will continue to struggle, 
instead of recovering. 


en to their lowest level in about 40 years.” 

The last fact mentioned by Bonner would explain the corpo- 
rate insiders’ eagerness to lock in profits now, while investors — 
enticed by the Bush administration’s targeted reduction on taxa- 
tion of dividends, and by the Fed’s loose-money policies — are 
lured back into a badly inflated stock market likely overdue for a 
catastrophic plunge. 


California,” insisted Rumsfeld, reciting one of the administra- 
tion’s favorite talking points. “It is not as though we managed to 
look every place. There are hundreds and hundreds of suspect 
chemical or biological or nuclear sites that have not been inves- 
tigated as yet. It'll take time.” 

If the administration is zealously turning over every rock in 
Iraq to find WMDs, why didn’t they start with the most obvious 
site — the state-owned al-Fatah company in Baghdad, which 
designed all of Saddam’s missiles? According to the June 3rd 
issue of Newsday, “no U.S. weapons hunters or intelligence of- 
ficials have visited the heart of Iraq’s missile program.... Loot- 
ers, however, have ransacked the place. The three-building com- 
plex has been stripped of everything from drafting tables to light 
switches.” 

“We have the most sensitive documents here,” commented al- 
Fatah director-general Marouf al-Chalabi. “We were sure the 
Americans would target us but they haven’t even dropped by.” 
American missile experts told Newsday that “the al-Fatah com- 
pany wasn’t on any target list they had seen.” 


AP/Wide World 


INSIDER REPORT 


9-11 Report Suppressed 


The Soviet Union under Josef Stalin was once described as a place where yes- 
terday’s weather could be changed by decree. That the public at large had ex- 
perienced yesterday’s weather, and would know that the revised official ac- 
count of yesterday’s weather is false, made little difference: The Soviet state 
had the power to compel its subjects to accept — at least, in public — the gov- 
ernment’s version of the truth on any subject. 

The Bush administration, eager to restrain politically dangerous discussion 
of prior knowledge of the 9-11 attacks, is trying to pull off the quasi-Stalinist 
feat of “classifying” inconvenient facts already in the public domain. At issue is 
an 800-page report compiled by the joint congressional committee investigat- 
ing the intelligence failures that contributed to that catastrophe. 

“Among the portions of the report the administration refuses to declassify ... 
are chapters dealing with two politically and diplomatically sensitive issues: the 
details of daily intelligence briefings given to Bush in the summer of 2001 and 
evidence pointing to Saudi government ties to Al Qaeda,” reported Newsweek 
for June 2nd. “Bush officials have taken such a hard line, sources say, that they’re 
refusing to permit the release of matters already in the public domain — in- 
cluding the existence of intelligence documents referred to on the CIA Web site.” 

One of those documents is “the PDB, the President’s Daily Brief. The con- 
gressional report contains details of PDBs provided to Bush (and top national- 
security aides) prior to 9-11. The PDBs included warnings about possible attacks 
by Al Qaeda. (One PDB was given at the presidential ranch in Crawford, Texas, 
on Aug. 6, and dealt with the possibility that Al Qaeda might hijack airplanes.)” 

Much of this supposedly classified information concerning advance warn- 
ings presented to President Bush has been discussed in THE NEw AMERICAN 
(see particularly our June 17, 2002 cover story, “Foreknowledge and Failure”’). 
But an administration review committee headed by CIA Director George Tenet 
has refused to declassify anything even referring to the existence of PDBs. 

“We’re not playing politics,” an intelligence official insisted to Newsweek. 
“Our concern is national security.” Given that the issue is already in the pub- 
lic domain, the administration’s true intention is to establish, a la Stalin, an 
“official” truth about 9-11 intelligence failures. 


Bush Painting the GOP Lavender 


On May 31st, 200 members of the Log Cabin Republicans, a homosexual pres- 
sure group, met with “senior administration officials in the Old Executive Of- 
fice Building,” reported the New York Times. The visit, according to the Times, 
“symbolized their progress under President Bush.” “In ’96, Bob Dole returned 
a check [from the Log Cabin group],” recalled Louisiana Log Cabin activist 
Randy Boudreaux. “Now we’re going to the White House.” 

Although George W. Bush is routinely described as a product of the “Chris- 
tian Right,” his approach to appeasing the Lavender Lobby differs little from 
that of his left-wing predecessor, Bill Clinton. “They [the Bush administration] 
have not taken steps forward, but they have not taken steps backward,” com- 
ments David Smith of the Human Rights Campaign (HRC), another homosex- 
ual pressure group. One illustration of Smith’s point came in a March meeting 
between HRC activists and Republican national chairman Marc Racicot, who 
is expected to chair President Bush’s re-election campaign. 

“As president, Mr. Bush has appointed several openly gay people, includ- 
ing Michael Guest, the ambassador to Romania, to high-level jobs, and he has 
also declined to overturn executive orders issued by President Bill Clinton that 
bar discrimination against gays in federal employment and security clear- 
ances,” the Times noted approvingly. “Mr. Bush’s effort to triple federal spend- 
ing on the global AIDS epidemic has brought him praise from many gays.” 


Raines Falls from Times 


Howell Raines and Gerald M. Boyd, top editors at 
The New York Times, resigned on June Sth follow- 
ing a string of high-profile scandals involving pla- 
giarism and bogus reporting by prominent Times 
reporters. 

The most notorious of those scandals, of course, 
involved reporter Jayson Blair. The Times protected 
and promoted him during his 18-month rampage of 
fabrication and plagiarism. Resigning on the heels 
of Blair’s overdue termination was Pulitzer Prize- 
winning reporter Rick Bragg, who admitted taking 
byline credit for a story written by another reporter. 

But as Harper’s publisher John R. MacArthur 
noted in the June 6th Providence Journal, the Times’ 
conspicuous self-flagellation over the Blair and 
Bragg affairs “covers up far more serious trans- 
gressions by the ‘paper of record.’ A psychologist 
would probably say that such a histrionic ‘confes- 
sion’ recalls the criminal who pleads to a lesser 
crime to escape prosecution for a more serious one.” 

MacArthur cites the example of Judith Miller, 
assigned by the Times to cover the weapons of 
mass destruction (WMD) beat. “Since Sept. 8, 
2002, Miller hasn’t heard a scare story about Iraq 
that she didn’t believe — especially if it was leaked 
by her friends at the White House,” recalls 
MacArthur. “On that day, Miller and her Times col- 
league Michael Gordon helped co-launch the Bush 
II sales campaign for Saddam-change with a front- 
page story about unsuccessful Iraqi efforts to buy 
81-millimeter aluminum tubes — allegedly des- 
tined for a revived nuclear-weapons program.” 
After it was demonstrated that the tubes were in 
fact used to help produce conventional rockets, the 
Times declined to run a correction or clarification, 
and Miller continued her work as a propaganda 
conduit for the Bush administration. She contin- 
ued in that role after the war. 

“In her first (and worst) post-war dispatch, 
Miller revealed the existence of a man claiming to 
be an ‘Iraqi scientist’ with knowledge of destroyed 
chemical weapons,” writes MacArthur. “The prob- 
lem with the story was that Miller hadn’t inter- 
viewed the gentleman, hadn’t even learned his 
name, and had agreed to have her story vetted and 
censored under the terms of her ‘accreditation.’ 
Thus, the reader wasn’t even told which chemicals 
or weapons materials the ‘scientist’ was alleged to 
have known about.... What Miller did reveal (be- 
sides her censorship contract) was that she had wit- 
nessed ‘from a distance’ a man in a baseball cap 
pointing “to several spots in the sand’ where he 
claimed the awful stuff was buried.” 

“This is the sort of journalism that 25 years ago 
would have gotten you laughed out of the news- 
room,” concludes MacArthur. 
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Beijing Tightens Grip on Hong Kong 


“A top Beijing official said Hong Kong must outlaw subver- 
sion and other crimes against the state to truly be part of 
China,” reported Newsday on June 6th. “State Councilor Tang 
Jiaxuan, a former foreign minister who now leads Beijing’s 
policy on Hong Kong, called the anti-subversion law a crucial 
step following Hong Kong’s handover from Britain to China 
six years ago.” It is expected that the law will be enacted later 
this summer. “How can we not do it?” Tang asked reporters in 
Mongolia. “Otherwise, what is the meaning of Hong Kong’s 
return?” 

Under Communist China’s counter-subversion law, public crit- 
icism of the regime is an offense punishable by life imprison- 
ment. From Tang’s perspective — and that of the murderous oli- 
garchy he serves — Hong Kong’s return to Chinese control is 
meaningless unless Beijing has the means to terrorize the island’s 
residents into submission. 

Szeto Wah, a Hong Kong parliamentarian, commented: “What 
Tang Jiaxuan said was threatening and reflected his usual bad at- 
titude. If we don’t dare to voice our criticism now, no one will 
dare to do so after the law gets enacted.” 


Miami — or Beijing? 

On orders from Probate Judge Arthur Rothenberg, medical per- 
sonnel at Miami’s Jackson Memorial Hospital aborted an unborn 
child who came to be known as “Baby Doe.” The child, killed on 
May 29th at 24 weeks gestational age, was apparently conceived 
by rape. The adult mother, referred to as “ZM,” suffered from bac- 
terial meningitis as a child, and had the mental development of a 
four-year-old. 

Attorneys Dean DiBartolomeo and John Stemberger offered to 
act as Guardians ad Litem for Baby Doe. In hearings before Judge 
Rothenberg, physicians specializing in high-risk pregnancies tes- 
tified that the unborn child was developing normally, and that 
there was no medical reason for an abortion. However, Judge 
Rothenberg claimed to have heard ZM mutter, “My baby no 
more,” which he took as a definitive statement of the retarded 
woman’s intent to have an abortion. 

But Rothenberg also read into that ambiguous statement a de- 
sire for sterilization. Accordingly, with the approval of ZM’s bi- 
ological mother (who lives in Maryland and was not her daugh- 
ter’s legal guardian), Rothenberg ordered that the child be aborted 
and ZM undergo a tubal ligation. 

In appealing Rothenberg’s decision, the pro-life legal activist 
group Liberty Counsel (LC) pointed out that Florida law “requires 
that prior to an abortion on a person considered mentally incom- 
petent, (1) the guardian must consent and (2) two physicians must 
certify that the abortion is necessary to save the life or preserve 
the health of the mother.” Neither of these conditions were met in 
the Baby Doe case. 

Additionally, the mode of abortion chosen in this case, a hys- 
terotomy, “is the same procedure as a C-section,” noted LC in a 
case summary. “The term hysterotomy is used when the intent is 
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Forging the chains: Former foreign minister Tang Jiaxuan (left) talks 
with Chinese President Hu Jintao. Jiaxuan is currently demanding an 
anti-subversion law that will aid in pounding Hong Kong into 
submission. 


to deliver a dead baby. The term C-section is used when the intent 
is to deliver a live baby. In a hysterotomy, the baby must first be 
killed (sometimes by injecting a high dose of saline into the uterus) 
prior to the lateral incision in the mother’s lower abdomen.” 

On May 28th, Judge Rothenberg apparently changed his mind 
and ordered Jackson Memorial to perform a live birth. Within 24 
hours, however, Rothenberg reversed himself again. He noted that 
ZM’s mother (who, recall, had relinquished all legal rights to her 
retarded child) “objected strongly to a C-section, which would 
have been required to attempt a live birth.” The biological moth- 
er had objected that delivering the baby alive would be “invasive,” 
but that course would have been no more invasive than perform- 
ing the abortion and sterilizing the mother. 

Accordingly, Baby Doe was allowed to drown to death in 
utero. A physician made an incision in ZM’s abdomen, and 
placed a clamp on the umbilical cord, cutting off the infant’s oxy- 
gen supply; this forced the child to breathe amniotic fluid through 
his nose. 

Shortly after Baby Doe’s death, the Population Research Insti- 
tute made public the testimony of a former Chinese official now 
residing in the U.S., describing common practices used in carry- 
ing out Communist China’s population control policy. According 
to this official, “unauthorized” children born in provincial hospi- 
tals are often delivered alive and then killed: Typically, the nurse 
would “take the baby as soon as the baby came out, alive or dead, 
and place her hand over the baby’s mouth [and then] place the 
baby into a garbage can filled with water, to drown the baby.” 

Judge Rothenberg and the so-called physicians who murdered 
Baby Doe would be at home working for Beijing’s population 
ministry. 
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Though billed as a boon to the U.S., the General 
Agreement on Trade in Services will, in reality, 


wreak havoc on our economy, sovereignty, 


and way Of life. 


by William F. Jasper 


66 utsourcing,” “offshoring,” “hu- 
O man resource realignment,” 
“training your replacement.” 
These are words that send chills through 
millions of workers in IT (“information 
technology’) and other hi-tech industries. 
They also send waves of anger and de- 
pression. In the tragic case of Kevin Flana- 
gan, they are being blamed for his suicide. 
For months, the 41-year-old Silicon Valley 
software programmer had been anticipat- 
ing a layoff announcement from his em- 
ployer, Bank of America. 

“He knew that Bank of America was 
sending jobs overseas,’ Contra Costa 
Times reporter Ellen Lee wrote in a May 
13th article. “He had seen his friends and 
coworkers leave until only he and one 
other person remained on the last project 
Flanagan worked on.’ On the April after- 
noon after he had been told his job was ter- 
minated, Kevin Flanagan went outside and 
shot himself dead in the parking lot of the 
Bank of America’s Concord Technology 
Center. 

Most of the newly displaced hi-tech 
American workers will not react in as ex- 
treme a manner as Kevin Flanagan, but the 
devastating economic, social, geo-political, 
and psychological impacts of this devel- 
oping trend will prove to be huge. 

Hundreds of thousands of American IT 
workers have lost their jobs in the past 
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several years to foreign replacements 
through the L-1 visa loophole, or the sim- 
ilar H-1B visa program. American soft- 
ware engineers, computer designers, tech- 
nicians, electrical engineers, and other 
hi-tech employees are feeling the down- 
side of globalization. These professionals 
who invested in education and thought 
they had secure futures in the tech and 
service industries have had a rude awak- 
ening. They have been getting pink slips 


and joining the unemployment lines, 
along with auto workers, steel workers, 
assembly-line workers, loggers, and other 
low-tech workers. They are being re- 
placed by low-wage workers on computer 
terminals working from India, Pakistan, 
and China. 

Starting in the 1970s and accelerating in 
the 1980s and ’90s, millions of American 
blue-collar manufacturing and resource in- 
dustry jobs were lost as U.S. companies re- 
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located factories to cheap labor markets 
like Mexico and Communist China. Now 
the white collar jobs are on the line. Ana- 
lysts are predicting that millions of these 
high-end jobs will vanish from America in 
the next several years. A study by Forrester 
Research Inc. predicts that at least 3.3 mil- 
lion white-collar jobs and $136 billion in 
wages will shift from the U.S. to low-cost 
countries by 2015. However, if the so- 
called free trade onslaught of the Clinton 
and Bush administrations is allowed to 
continue, the devastating impact could be 
even greater than that, and could occur 
much sooner. 


The Coming FTAs 

Congressman John Mica (R-Fla.) has in- 
troduced legislation to rein in the L-1 visa 
program, which currently allows U.S. 
companies to transfer foreign employees 
from overseas branches or subsidiaries to 
the United States and then contract them 
out to replace American workers. But Rep. 
Mica’s legislative effort and others like it 
may have negligible impact if the multi- 
tude of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) 
now being completed by the Bush admin- 
istration go into effect. 

On May 6th, President Bush signed the 
Singapore Free Trade Agreement, which 
(if approved by Congress) would allow an 
unlimited number of “temporary” workers 
from Singapore to enter the United States. 
The new Singapore FTA states: “A party 
shall not: (a) as a condition for temporary 
entry [of intra-company transferees] re- 
quire labor certification tests or other pro- 
cedures of similar effect; or (b) impose or 
maintain any numerical restriction relating 
to temporary entry.” 

“Even before Congress can get around 
to curbing the abuses of the L-1 visa pro- 
gram, the administration is already look- 
ing for ways around any limits that might 
be set on the number of low-wage high 
tech workers who can be brought into the 
country,” charged Dan Stein, executive di- 
rector of the Washington, D.C.-based Fed- 
eration for American Immigration Reform 
(FAIR), in a June 2nd news release. “The 
language of the Singapore FTA, if it is 
replicated in trade agreements with other 
countries, will institutionalize the abuses 
that have been widely reported” in the 
major media, Mr. Stein cautioned. “Con- 
trol over employment-based visas will ef- 
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Summit entanglements: President Bush and other Pacific Rim leaders are shown here gathering 


for a group photo at the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum in Los Cabos, Mexico, 
in October 2002. APEC, like NAFTA, CAFTA, and FTAA, is being used as a battering ram to destroy 


U.S. sovereignty and economic independence. 


fectively be taken out of the hands of the 
people’s elected representatives,” he noted, 
and transferred to corporate executives and 
foreign politicians in Singapore, Banga- 
lore, Lahore, and Beijing. 

As the history of the H-1B and L-1 pro- 
grams has shown, many of these temporary 
workers overstay their visas and join the 
already massive pool of illegal aliens com- 
peting with U.S. citizens for a dwindling 
job base. The Singapore FTA would also 
impact U.S. employment by accelerating 
the trend of “outsourcing” and “off- 
shoring” jobs currently held by American 
workers. 

On June 6th, U.S. Trade Representative 
Robert Zoellick signed a similar FTA with 
Chile, on behalf of the United States. A 
June 6th news release from Zoellick’s of- 
fice states: “The agreement offers new ac- 
cess [to Chilean markets] for U.S. banks, 
insurance companies, telecommunications 
companies, securities firms, express de- 
livery companies, and profes- 
sionals.” But what the release 
doesn’t say is that this won’t 
translate into jobs and prosper- 
ity for American workers. The 
“U.S.” corporations that will be 
doing business in Chile will use 
an increasingly international 
labor force working by tele- 
phone and computer modem 
from Asia, Europe, and Latin 
America. 


GATS Targets Everyone 

Other bilateral and regional agreements are 
pending. One of the most far-reaching 
multilateral trade agreements now under 
negotiation, the General Agreement on 
Trade in Services (GATS), threatens to 
swell the tide of foreign workers to our 
shores and greatly speed up job outsourc- 
ing. Every bit as important as the job and 
immigration dynamic, however, is the 
GATS threat to our national sovereignty 
and our system of constitutional federal- 
ism. GATS will subject the U.S. to innu- 
merable charges of trade restriction viola- 
tions that arbitrators appointed by the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) will ad- 
judicate. Thousands of federal, state, and 
local laws and regulations will become “‘il- 
legal” under the GATS regime. 

GATS’s potential impact on the states is 
enormous. Under the U.S. constitutional 
system, the national government in Wash- 
ington, D.C., is narrowly restricted to the 
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subject the U.S. to trade violation 
that will be adjudicated through th 


federal, state, and local laws and regt 


will become “illegal” under the GA 


exercise of specific, delegated powers hav- 
ing to do primarily with national defense, 
diplomacy, international trade, postal ser- 
vice, patents, etc. The individual states, on 
the other hand, reserved to themselves the 
vast majority of governmental powers con- 
cerning criminal and civil law, commercial 
relations, contracts, business regulation, 
professional standards and licensing, etc. 
Each of our 50 states enacts its own laws 
and regulations governing these matters. 
Since the Civil War, the federal govern- 
ment has been encroaching, unconstitu- 
tionally, on more and more of these states’ 
rights. Now, the internationalists in the 
Bush administration are preparing to take 
this process to the global level, positioning 
the WTO to encroach on the states’ au- 
thority to an incredible degree. 

The General Agreement on Trade in 
Services will affect virtually all service in- 
dustries and service jobs, which means vir- 
tually all American businesses and jobs. 
The Office of the U.S. Trade Representa- 
tive, which takes the lead in negotiating 
trade agreements, provides this answer to 
its own question, “What are services?”: 


Services are what most Americans do 
for a living. Service industries ac- 
count for nearly 80 percent of U.S. 
employment and GDP. U.S. exports 
of commercial services (i.e., exclud- 
ing military and government) were 
$246 billion in 1998, supporting over 
4 million services and manufacturing 
jobs in the United States. 


GATS targets all of these service indus- 
tries, including insurance, banking, legal 
services, accounting, engineering, teach- 
ing, real estate, tourism, consulting, energy 
distribution, transportation, telecommuni- 
cations, courier and postal services, and 
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much, much more. 

Most state laws govern- 
ing these industries and 
professions are certain to 
come under concerted at- 
tack from member nations 
of the WTO. In fact, secret 
negotiation documents 
leaked from the European 
Union show that the EU is 
angling to have the Bush 
administration force the 
state governments in the 
U.S. to eliminate those laws that the Euro- 
peans consider to be unacceptably “dis- 
criminatory.” 

Concerning accounting, auditing and 
bookkeeping services, the EU’s executive 
branch, the European Commission (EC), 
calls for opening U.S. markets by striking 
down many state laws. For instance, the 
leaked EC proposals say, in typical bureau- 
cratese: “Obligation of establishing an in- 
state office in several States. EC Request: 
Remove this requirement.” In identical bu- 
reaucratese, the EU/EC politicians call for 
removal of state residency requirements. 

Similar proposals hold for engineering 
services. The EU objects to: “In-state res- 
idency requirement in Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, 
Maine, Mississippi, Nevada, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Texas, and West Virginia.’ Again, the EC 
bureaucrats say: “Remove this requirement.” 


The same goes for insurance services: 
“All States require in-State residency for 
surplus lines brokers and agents. EC Re- 
quest: Eliminate this restriction.” 

Likewise, the EU insurance proposals 
call for removal of state laws requiring 
“U.S. citizenship and residency for mem- 
bers of the board and incorporators.” 

The EU objects that our incredibly lax 
immigration standards are too onerous, 
claiming: “Difficulties are experienced as 
a result of the length of time to process 
HIB visas.” The EU complains that state 
governments unfairly restrict foreign ac- 
quisition of land, specifically calling for 
removal of “restrictions on ownership or 
purchase of land by non-US citizens in 
South Carolina, Oklahoma, Florida, Wyo- 
ming and Mississippi.” Likewise it wants 
to see an end to “restrictions on purchase 
of public lands by non-US citizens in 
Hawaii, Idaho, Mississippi, Montana and 
Oregon.” 

The European GATS negotiators call 
for eliminating state laws requiring U.S. 
citizenship for real estate brokers and take 
the U.S. to task for not removing state reg- 
ulations concerning land surveying, aeri- 
al surveying, aerial map-making, printing 
and publishing, translation services, ma- 
rine dredging, distribution of alcoholic 
beverages and military equipment, distri- 
bution of drinking water, waste water 
management, solid waste management, 


“May I help you — from Bombay?”: Employees at a Spectramind call center in India use 
American names as they answer customer calls from the United States. Many corporations and 
government agencies are outsourcing these customer service jobs to India. 
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“Free trade” deception: U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick presents proposals to eliminate tariffs ata November 26, 2002 press conference. 
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Like the Clinton administration, the Bush administration falsely employs the “free trade” label for agreements that will subject the U.S to ever-increasing 
regulatory authority of the World Trade Organization. 


and a myriad of other services. 

You can be sure that once these sectors 
are penetrated, GATS will be expanded to 
cover all other service jobs and profes- 
sions: doctors, nurses, dentists, medical 
and dental technicians, anesthesiologists, 
veterinarians, chiropractors, beauticians, 
architects, teachers, financial planners, 
electricians, stock brokers, etc. All state 
laws concerning regulation and certifica- 
tion of these professions will be up for 
challenge in the WTO. 

GATS is an especially dangerous agree- 
ment because it is not a single fixed docu- 
ment; it is an open-ended, ongoing process 
that commits the U.S. and all other 146 
member nations of the WTO to a continu- 
ous progression of negotiation and revi- 
sion. Thousands of invisible WTO/GATS 
negotiators are ever-busily rewriting state 
and national laws in secrecy. Although 
WTO and UN internationalists pretend to 
favor complete openness in government 
and are fond of using terms like “trans- 
parency” and “accountability,’ GATS 
demonstrates the complete hollowness of 
their claims. Each round of GATS has been 
conducted in secret negotiation sessions 
that last for years, and the documents that 
have emerged are couched in deceptive, 
ambiguous verbiage. 


Federal System Under Attack 

The EU has proven itself very aggressive 
in using the WTO to challenge U.S. laws 
and policies in the past. That history, to- 
gether with the leaked EU proposals for 
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GATS, provides plenty of warning that 
the Europeans will use all of their weight 
in the WTO to attack state and local laws 
that impede their penetration of our 
markets. 

Of course, the EU proposals to their U.S. 
counterparts that the state laws and require- 
ments in question be “removed,” “elimi- 
nated,” or “harmonized” show, at best, an 
ignorance of the constitutional division of 
powers between our national and state gov- 
ernments. The White House, even with the 
agreement of Congress, cannot constitu- 
tionally force the states to yield on these 
matters. To do so would be nothing less than 
blatant usurpation. The only way legally to 
effect the EU’s proposals under GATS 
would be through deliberately amending 
the U.S. Constitution to transfer those state 
powers to the national government. 

However, because the U.S. is already a 
signatory to earlier GATS agreements and 
commitments, the avid globalists in the 
U.S. argue that we are bound to conform 
to developing international trade standards, 
even if they conflict with our constitution- 
al law. 

They point, for instance, to the WTO 
“Disciplines on Domestic Regulation in 
the Accountancy Sector,” adopted in De- 
cember 1998. Paragraph 2 of that agree- 
ment holds that WTO member nations 
“shall ensure” that measures relating to “‘li- 
censing requirements and procedures, 
technical standards and qualification re- 
quirements and procedures are not pre- 
pared, adopted or applied with a view to or 


with the effect of creating unnecessary bar- 
riers to trade.” Members also agreed to en- 
sure that “such measures are not more 
trade-restrictive than necessary to fulfill a 
legitimate objective.” How will the WTO 
interpret “not more trade-restrictive than 
necessary” in relation to our state laws? We 
do not know, but there is a strong likeli- 
hood that it would not be favorable to our 
states. What are “legitimate objectives?” 
According to the WTO, they are: “The pro- 
tection of the consumers (which includes 
all users of accounting services and the 
public generally), the quality of the ser- 
vice, professional competence, and the in- 
tegrity of the profession.” But, again, the 
interpretation will be decided by WTO 
one-worlders. 

Some state legislatures and legislators 
are expressing concern, albeit belatedly, 
over the looming threat GATS poses to 
their authority. In a March 24, 2003 letter 
to Robert Zoellick, President Bush’s U.S. 
Trade Representative, the National Con- 
ference of State Legislatures (NCSL) 
noted that it “supports international trade 
agreements that generate jobs and eco- 
nomic growth in our communities, provid- 
ed that the agreements respect the consti- 
tutional and traditional authority of state 
and local governments.” The NCSL said it 
is concerned that negotiations are pro- 
ceeding under GATS “without a full un- 
derstanding of the impact of GATS on state 
and local authority.” 

The NCSL letter noted that there are 
problems with conflicting and ambiguous 


13 


° 
2 
(a) 
2S 
fe) 
p= 
oa 


Financial service jobs in banking, insurance, real estate, and financial planning are under dual 
attack: outsourcing to overseas centers and removing restrictions against foreign workers taking 
those jobs and professions here in the United States. 


definitions. It said: “GATS covers govern- 
ment-provided services if the services are 
‘commercial’ or if they are procured with 
‘a view to commercial resale.” The WTO 
Secretariat has taken the position that 
merely charging ratepayers for a service is 
all it takes to make the service “commer- 
cial,’ regardless of whether the charge is for 
a profit.” The NCSL letter then asks: “Is 
there any unambiguous interpretation of 
which public services are commercial and 
which are not?” 

While announcing again its support for 
international trade liberalization, the 
NCSL specified that trade agreements 
“must first be harmonized with traditional 
American law and values of Constitution- 
al federalism.” “Great care must be exer- 
cised,” it continued, “to protect state laws 
and authority from unjustified challenges 
that will predictably result from the broad 
language of trade agreements.” 

Twenty-six Democrat members of the 
California legislature signed a March 28th 
letter to Mr. Zoellick expressing many of 
the same concerns. “This far reaching 
trade agreement of the WTO could have 
profound implications for our state and 
municipal lawmaking authority, specifi- 
cally on our ability to fulfill our obligations 
and our authority to govern, legislate and 
regulate for the benefit of our communities 
and for the broader public interest,’ the let- 
ter stated. Among those signing the letter 
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were Senate Majority Leader Don Perata, 
Senate Majority Whip Richard Alarcon, 
Senate President Pro Tem John Burton, 
and lesbian activist Senator Sheila Kuehl. 

The fact that some of the signers repre- 
sent the most liberal-left elements of the 
Democrat Party does not negate the legiti- 
macy of their concerns and objections. Un- 
doubtedly, many of them oppose GATS 
simply for partisan reasons. However, tak- 
ing their letter at face value, they are at 
least expressing the kinds of concerns that 
Republicans, who claim to be guardians of 
the Constitution, should be making. “The 
GATS is of particular concern to us be- 
cause of its massive scope and the lack of 
clarity as to the extent to which it will 
apply to state and local laws,” said the 
Democrat legislators. Their letter continued: 


According to the text, the only ser- 
vices exempted would be those ser- 
vices “supplied in the exercise of gov- 
ernmental authority,” defined as “‘any 
service which is supplied neither on a 
commercial basis, nor in competition 
with one or more service providers.” 
These are critical terms that remain 
undefined and could be interpreted by 
a dispute panel in a way that renders 
the exemption meaningless. 


In fact, under an enforced regime contem- 
plated by GATS, a great many state pow- 


ers would be rendered meaningless. GATS 
is one of many WTO agreements in the 
process of battering down the remnants of 
national sovereignty and merging all na- 
tions into one global economic and politi- 
cal system that veteran globalists refer to 
as a “new world order.” The ultimate goal 
of these one-world Insiders is world gov- 
ernment under their control. The principal 
brain center of the world-government ad- 
vocates is Pratt House, the New York City 
headquarters of the Council on Foreign 
Relations (CFR). Nearly 30 years ago, in 
April 1974, a now-famous essay entitled 
“The Hard Road to World Order” appeared 
in the CFR journal Foreign Affairs. It was 
penned by Columbia University professor 
and veteran State Department official 
Richard N. Gardner, who most recently 
served in the Clinton administration. 

Gardner told his fellow one-worlders 
that “instant world government” is an illu- 
sion because Americans would not accept 
an open assault on their constitutional sys- 
tem. The globalists, he said, must contin- 
ue to labor for the piecemeal creation of an 
all-powerful superstate. It must be built 
gradually, piece by piece, brick by brick, 
he said: 


In short, the “house of world order” 
will have to be built from the bottom 
up rather than from the top down. It 
will look like a great “booming, 
buzzing confusion,” to use William 
James’ famous description of reality, 
but an end run around national sover- 
eignty, eroding it piece by piece, will 
accomplish much more than the old- 
fashioned frontal assault. 


Gardner suggested luring all nations into a 
variety of technological, economic, and 
political entanglements which would grad- 
ually be strengthened until they formed a 
genuine world government. The first three 
institutions Gardner pointed to for this pur- 
pose were the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), the World Bank, and the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 
In 1995, GATT was transformed into the 
WTO, with greatly expanded status and 
powers. The Council on Foreign Relations, 
Foreign Affairs, and well-placed CFR mem- 
bers in business, finance, the media and 
government have provided the key leader- 
ship in advancing the GATT/WTO in this 
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march toward “world order” and continue 
to lead the push for GATS and the prolif- 
erating entangling agreements misleading- 
ly called Free Trade Agreements. 


Sowing Confusion 

As with the WTO itself, the most visible, 
vocal opponents of GATS are leaders of 
the hardcore Marxoid left. Global Trade 
Watch, led by veteran agitators Ralph 
Nader and Lori Wallach, is in the vanguard 
of the controlled opposition. This means 
that they put on a show of opposing the 
WTO to keep any real, principled constitu- 
tionalists from gaining the fore and expos- 
ing the real agenda behind the WTO/GATS 
agenda. Nader and Wallach are shills for 
the CFR globalists. Global Trade Watch is 
funded by the Ford Foundation, Rocke- 
feller Foundation, and other CFR-domi- 
nated tax-exempt foundations. They are 
joined in this ruse by the Sierra Club, 


Greenpeace, Friends of the 
Earth, the Institute for Policy 
Studies, and other far-left 
bastions of radicalism, who, 
likewise, are generously 
funded by the same Estab- 
lishment sources. 

The Marxist rhetoric, rad- 
ical appearance, and often vi- 
olent demonstrations of these 
leftists tend to make the one- 
world champions of the 
WTO appear more reason- 
able, respectable, and centrist by compar- 
ison. This image contrast is repeatedly re- 
inforced by a continuous parade of 
CFR-sponsored economists, forecasters, 
business leaders, brain trusts, and Repub- 
lican leaders with impressive-sounding 
“research” that seems to show that what we 
need is more hair of the dog that bit us. We 
must simply enact more and more “Free 


funding from foundations promoting the globalization he claims to oppose. 
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As with the WTO itself, the most visible, 
vocal opponents of GATS are leaders of 
the hardcore Marxoid left. This controlled 
Opposition puts on a show of opposing the 
WTO to keep any true, principled 
constitutionalists from exposing the real 
agenda behind the WTO/GATS. 


Trade Agreements,” while simultaneously 
yielding more and more authority to the 
WTO and sending more and more jobs 
overseas, claim these “enlightened” voic- 
es, when courting the American business 
community. 

This is the essence of the message de- 
livered to U.S. corporate leaders in an in- 
fluential 2003 report from Deloitte Touche 
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Reuters 


BUSINESS 


If the globalist cabal domina 
House, Congress, and the m 
way, GATS and other multiply 
agreements will lead to offshorit 
all of America’s productive cap 

with it, our rapidly disappearing 
freedom, and independence. 


Tohmatsu, a CFR corporate member. En- 
titled The Cusp of a Revolution: How off- 
shoring will transform the financial ser- 
vices industry, the Deloitte report tells 
CEOs that they had better get their com- 
panies aboard the offshore express before 
they miss out completely on this “trans- 
formational” opportunity and are left in the 
dust. 

“The shifting of activities to lower-cost 
locations,” it claims, “ignites the possibil- 
ity of transforming the structure of the fi- 
nancial-services industry. Indeed, it offers 
a once-in-a-generation opportunity to re- 
duce significantly the operating costs of 
the majority of financial institutions.” Ac- 
cording to the report, “$356 billion of cost 
for the global financial-services industry 
will be relocated offshore within the next 
five years. We calculate that this will trans- 
late into a bottom-line annual cost savings 
of $138 billion (or $1.4 billion each) for 
the world’s top 100 financial-services 
companies by 2008.” 

Estimating that 13 million people are 
employed in financial services jobs in “ma- 
ture industrial economies,” the Deloitte 
analysis predicts a “potential movement of 
up to two million jobs” offshore. Cusp of 
a Revolution notes: “In 5 years GE Capi- 
tal has offshored 11,000 positions to India 
and is now considering the impact of com- 
mercializing their offshore capabilities on 
their competitive advantage.” 

“Only a minority of financial institu- 
tions yet have offshore operations,” says 
the Deloitte report. It continues: “Momen- 
tum has built rapidly within the industry, 
however, and we estimate that nearly three- 
of-four major financial institutions will be 
offshore within two years.” 

“Tt is essential to catch the wave of off- 
shoring because the benefits are potential- 
ly transformational,” says the much-quoted 
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report. “As offshoring gath- 
ers momentum, so the types 
of functions will expand to 
include all types of business 
processes.” “Those institu- 
tions currently offshore,” 
says Deloitte, “particularly 
investment banks and insur- 
ers, will lead the shift to 
full-service offshoring.” 

If the CFR cabal domi- 
nating the White House, 
Congress, and the media 
have their way, GATS and the multiplying 
FTAs will lead to offshoring virtually all 
of America’s productive capacity and, with 
it, our rapidly disappearing prosperity, 
freedom, and independence. 

Besides the recently signed FTAs with 
Chile and Singapore, the Bush administra- 
tion is nearing completion on bilateral 
FTAs with Morocco and Australia. It also 
plans to complete two regional FTAs by 
year’s end: the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement (CAFTA) with Hon- 
duras, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 
and El Salvador; and the South African 
Customs Union with South Africa, 
Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho, and Swazi- 
land. Then there is the big granddaddy of 
the regional FTAs, the Free Trade Area of 
the Americas (FTAA), involving 34 na- 
tions of North and South America and the 
Caribbean, scheduled for completion by 
2005. Over the coming weeks and months, 
President Bush will be sending these 


agreements to Congress for a “fast track” 
up-or-down vote. By late 2004 the admin- 
istration also plans to have completed ne- 
gotiations on GATS. If we allow these 
agreements to be adopted and implement- 
ed, the United States will be headed on the 
fast track to self-demolition and oblivion, 
from world superpower to Third World 
has-been, a mere cog in the new one-world 
imperium. 

Relatively little organized opposition to 
these schemes has materialized, except for 
that led by the left-wing anti-globalization 
forces. Most Republicans and conserva- 
tive, patriotic Americans, still enamored 
of President Bush, have bought into the 
nonsensical arguments of the administra- 
tion that these FTAs are the ticket to ever- 
expanding prosperity. 

But that is changing rapidly, as more and 
more Americans are feeling the harsh re- 
ality of the planned “new world order” or 
are beginning to see the writing on the wall 
concerning their own jobs, businesses, and 
professions. By attacking virtually every 
segment of society simultaneously, the 
one-worlders may be miscalculating; they 
risk awakening, angering, and activating 
an immense resistance involving Ameri- 
cans from all socio-economic backgrounds 
and every walk of life. These newly awak- 
ened Americans can be reached and orga- 
nized into a formidable force to upset the 
subversive globalist agenda and preserve 
our independence. But we have no time to 
waste. Hi 


What You Can Do 


1) Call, write, fax, or e-mail your U.S. senators and representative. 
Urge them to abolish the L-1 and H-1B visa programs that are fraught with 
fraud and are flooding the U.S. with foreign workers. Urge them also to vote 
against the Singapore and Chile Free Trade Agreements and to oppose the 
General Agreement on Trade in Services. 
For contact information, visit www.thenewamerican.com/congress/. 


2) Call, write, fax, or e-mail your governor and state legislators. 
Urge them to register opposition to the GATS attacks on state sovereignty. 


3) Distribute additional copies of this issue of THE NEW AMERICAN. 
To order at a quantity discount, visit www.thenewamerican.com/marketplace/ 


or see the card between pages 38-39. 


For more information about the growing threat to American jobs and what can 
be done, visit www.thenewamerican.com/focus/jobs/. 
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Another Chance at OKC Justice? 


The upcoming state trial of convicted OKC bomber Terry Nichols offers another chance 
to expose any co-conspirators — and any officials who have covered up crucial evidence. 


by William F. Jasper 


n May 30th, Oklahoma State Dis- 
O trict Judge Steven Taylor sched- 

uled a state murder trial for con- 
victed Oklahoma City bombing 
co-conspirator Terry Nichols. The long- 
awaited trial is set to begin March 1, 2004. 
Nichols, age 48, could face the death 
penalty if convicted for his role in the 1995 
bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building in Oklahoma City that took the 
lives of 170 people and injured hundreds 
of others. In 1997, Nichols was convicted 
in federal court and sentenced to life in 
prison on charges of conspiracy and 
manslaughter in the deaths of the eight 
federal law enforcement officers killed in 
the blast. The state of Oklahoma has now 
charged him with 162 counts of murder for 
the other bombing victims, including two 
unborn babies whose pregnant mothers 
were killed in the blast. 

Terry Nichols’ Army buddy Timothy 
McVeigh was convicted in a 1997 federal 
trial of carrying out the bombing attack 
and was executed in 2001. The 
Clinton/Reno Justice Department insisted 
that McVeigh had acted alone, except for 
Nichols’ assistance in constructing the 
truck bomb detonated outside the Murrah 
Building. However, in its 1 1-count indict- 
ment handed down on August 10, 1995, 
the federal grand jury in Oklahoma City 
charged that Timothy McVeigh and Terry 
Nichols “did knowingly, intentionally, 
willfully and maliciously conspire, com- 
bine and agree together and with others 
unknown to the Grand Jury to use a 
weapon of mass destruction....’ Among the 
“others unknown” was the infamous sus- 
pect that FBI sketches, based on eyewit- 
ness testimony, identified to television 
viewers and newspaper readers worldwide 
as “John Doe No. 2.” 

Literally dozens of reliable eyewitness- 
es placed McVeigh (known from FBI 
sketches as John Doe No. 1, before his cap- 
ture) with John Doe No. 2 as well as addi- 
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State trial for Nichols: Terry Nichols, convicted as a co-conspirator with Timothy McVeigh in the 
Oklahoma City bombing, had ties to Mideast terrorist cells in the Philippines. 


tional John Does in the weeks, days, hours, 
and minutes leading up to the April 19, 
1995 bombing. Attorney General Janet 
Reno promised to “leave no stone un- 
turned” in tracking down McVeigh’s ac- 
complices. By mid-June of 1995, howev- 
er, it became obvious that the Clinton 
White House had ordered the Justice De- 
partment and FBI to make all the John 
Does disappear, along with eyewitness re- 


ports and evidence supporting a larger con- 
spiracy. Federal prosecutors began pre- 
senting Timothy McVeigh as a lone 
bomber, an “angry white male” motivated 
by extreme anti-government and racist sen- 
timents, and obsessed with the federal gov- 
ernment’s deadly siege against the Branch 
Davidian Church followers in Waco, 
Texas. 

The Clinton administration, with help 
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AP/Wide World 


THe New American’s investigatio 
bombing indicates that individua 
with two notorious terrorist coha 
McVeigh and Nichols in the deadl 
Those two were the Aryan Nations 
Republican Army and an Iraqi nt 
master-bomber Ramzi Yousef. 


from its allies in the major media, turned 
McVeigh and the OKC bombing into sym- 
bols used as powerful political weapons to 
smear and discredit its opposition: 
conservatives, Republicans, gun own- 
ers, the military, the religious right, 
and people incensed over Waco and 
many other Clinton outrages, crimes, 
and policies. All of these elements 
suddenly became McVeigh accom- 
plices. Anyone who had ever enunci- 
ated a principled stand against the 
abuses and unconstitutional activities 
of Big Government was transformed 
into an “anti-government extremist,” 
and (as Time magazine put it) an 
“ideational conspirator’ with the Ok- 
lahoma City bomber. 

Meanwhile, McVeigh’s actual ac- 
complices were allowed to go free — 
with some of them remaining free to 
this day. THE NEw AMERICAN’S ex- 
tensive investigation of the OKC 
bombing over the past eight years in- 
dicates that individuals associated 
with two notorious terrorist cohorts 
assisted McVeigh and Nichols in the 
deadly terrorist attack. Those two co- 
horts were the Aryan Nations/Aryan 
Republican Army and an Iraqi net- 
work led by master-bomber Ramzi 
Yousef.* 


AP/Wide World 


Middle Eastern Connections 

As early as December 25, 1995, we 
reported (“A Tale of Intrigue’) on 
mounting evidence pointing toward 
the possible connection between 
Terry Nichols and Middle Eastern terror- 
ists, including Ramzi Yousef, operating 


* Many of THE NEW AMERICAN’S articles on the OKC 
bombing are accessible at: 


www.thenewamerican.com/focus/okc/ 


through the Philippines. 
Nichols made many mys- 
terious trips to the Philip- 
pines, renounced his U.S. 
citizenship, married a Fil- 
ipina “mail-order bride,” 
and moved to the Philip- 
pines — then moved back 
to the United States before 
the bombing. 

Edwin Angeles, a co- 
founder and _ second-in- 
command of Abu Sayyaf, 
the notorious Filipino terrorist group, has 
identified Nichols as a member of Ramzi 
Yousef’s network. Angeles, according to 


Terror mastermind Ramzi Yousef was a key conspirator 
in the 1993 World Trade Center bombing and the 1994 
Bojinka airline bombing plot. Did he help Nichols plan the 
OKC bombing? Evidence indicates he did. 


his signed statement, met in Davao City on 
the Philippine island of Mindanao in 1991 
with Nichols, Yousef, and other co-con- 
spirators in the 1993 World Trade Center 
bombing. Angeles, aka Ibrahim Yakub, 
said in a handwritten statement: 


TERRORISM 


I certify that Terry Nichols was 
known to me personally during our 
meeting with Abdul Hakim Murad, 
Wali-Khan and Ahmed Youssef 
[Ramzi Yousef] in [unintelligible] 
Davao City on Nov. 1991; Aim to es- 
tablish a group and organize a Mus- 
lim and non-Muslim youth for a 
cause; we will also to [sic] plan for 
following: bombing activities; pro- 
viding firearms and ammo; training in 
bomb making and handling... 


On September 5, 1996, Ramzi Yousef, 
Abdul Hakim Murad, and Wali-Khan Amin 
Shah were convicted in federal court in the 
so-called Bojinka Plot, and presently 
reside in American prisons. Bojinka 
(Serbo-Croatian for “loud bang’) 
was Yousef’s code name for his ter- 
ror scheme to blow up a dozen U.S. 
jetliners in a single day. Another ter- 
ror plan called for crashing planes 
into U.S. buildings, including the 
World Trade Center, as Yousef’s al- 
Qaeda comrades later implemented 
in the September 11, 2001 attacks. 
The Bojinka plot was foiled when 
the Manila apartment Yousef and 
Murad shared caught on fire from 
chemical bomb components they 
were mixing. Murad was captured in 
the Philippines following the apart- 
ment fire, but Yousef escaped, as he 
did following the 1993 WTC bomb- 
ing. With cooperation from Murad 
and Shah, Yousef was later tracked 
down and captured in Pakistan, where 
he was hiding in a guest house rent- 
ed by a bin Laden-owned company. 

For several years, Oklahoma City 
attorney Michael Johnston has been 
tracking Terry Nichols’ activities in 
the Philippines and his connections 
to the Bojinka terrorist conspiracy. 
Mr. Johnston is convinced that 
Nichols was indeed a conspirator in 
the Yousef group, and he has assem- 
bled a convincing array of circum- 
stantial evidence supporting that 
view. Johnston is representing 24 sur- 
vivors and family members of victims of 
the OKC bombing who filed suit in March 
2002 seeking damages against Saddam 
Hussein and the Iraqi government. The suit 
contends that Ramzi Yousef was acting on 
Hussein’s behalf. 
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OKC-Philippine connection: Abu Sayyaf terrorists show their weapons in a July 2000 photo. Abu 


Sayyaf co-founder Edwin Angeles said he met with Terry Nichols and Ramzi Yousef in 1991 to plan 


terrorist activities. 


“Parallel examination of the transcripts 
of the Bojinka trial in New York in 1996 
and the Terry Nichols case reveals a very 
high probability of parallel or concerted 
[terrorist] action between the parties in 
both cases,” Johnston told THE NEw AMER- 
ICAN in a recent telephone interview. John- 
ston cites an impressive litany of evidence 
— including Nichols and Bojinka trial tes- 
timony, Philippine government and law en- 
forcement documents, and published re- 
ports — supporting Edwin Angeles’ claim 
that Nichols was tied to Yousef and the 
Bojinka plot. A timeline of Nichols’ trav- 
els and telephone calls to and from the 
Philippines and his travels, activities, and 
associations in the islands matches up with 
the Yousef group to a degree that defies 
coincidence. 

The government’s star witness in the 
federal OKC trials, Michael Fortier, testi- 
fied that a few months before the Okla- 
homa bombing, McVeigh and Nichols had 
failed in attempting to detonate even a 
small milk carton of ANFO explosive. So, 
who provided the expertise that allowed 
the successful detonation of the Ryder 
truck bomb? Ramzi Yousef or members 
of his network, perhaps? That is a very 
reasonable and convincing hypothesis, 
based on the available evidence. It is a vi- 
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tally important area of investigation that 
the Clinton administration choked off, and 
that state prosecutors should be pursuing 
vigorously. 


Charmed Lives 
Oklahoma’s prosecutors should also be 
looking closely at a man scheduled to be 
released from an Oklahoma prison soon. 
Mujahid Abdulqaadir Menepta was ar- 
rested at his home in Norman, Oklahoma, 
on October 11, 2001. An African-Ameri- 
can known formerly as Melvin Lattimore, 
a native of St. Louis, Missouri, changed 
his name to Menepta after becoming a 
Black Muslim in 1989. Lattimore/Menep- 
ta was a close friend and roommate of 
Zacarias Moussaoui, the so-called “20th 
hijacker,” while Moussaoui was attending 
flight school in Norman. Moussaoui, a 
French citizen from Morocco, was arrest- 
ed after he aroused the suspicions of Min- 
nesota flight school instructors by in- 
forming them that he only wanted to learn 
how to steer a Boeing 747, not how to take 
off and land. He has admitted to being a 
member of Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaeda 
terror organization. 

Menepta publicly defended Moussaoui. 
When federal agents raided Menepta’s 
home on October 11, 2001, they arrested 


AFP 


him for firearms violations. As a convict- 
ed felon (robbery), Menepta is prohibited 
from possessing firearms. He was charged 
with possession of a shotgun, a Red Chi- 
nese SKS rifle, and a .380-caliber semi-au- 
tomatic pistol (which turned out to have 
been stolen). In April 2002, Menepta was 
sentenced to serve 15 months in prison for 
the weapons violations, but he was not 
charged with any connection to the 9-11 
attacks. 

Mr. Menepta leads a very charmed life. 
Evidence connects him to the three biggest 
U.S. terrorist attacks — the 1993 World 
Trade Center bombing, the 1995 OKC 
bombing, and the 9-11 attacks. But he has 
managed to skate free each time. The 1993 
WTC bombers used Menepta’s credit card 
number to help pay for their terrorist attack. 

Jeffrey Whitney, an agent for the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, testified 
in court on November 10, 2001 that 
Menepta had been brought to the attention 
of federal law enforcement as a possible 
bombing suspect one day after the 1995 
OKC attack. According to Agent Whitney, 
a federal informant told agents that 
Menepta belonged to an Islamic group in 
Norman and St. Louis, whose leaders ad- 
vocated terrorist acts and killing law en- 
forcement agents. 

Reliable witnesses in Oklahoma City 
have identified Lattimore/Menepta as being 
at a facility only two blocks from the Mur- 
rah Building the day before the bombing. 
Even more notable is the report by the 
same eyewitnesses that he was accompa- 
nied by Peter Langan and James Rosen- 
crans — two other OKC suspects with 
equally charmed lives. Langan, a member 
of the Aryan Republican Army that carried 
out bank robberies across 13 states, was 
sprung from jail by federal authorities to 
act as a federal informant. A July 4, 1995 
CNN report cited federal law enforcement 
sources as stating that Rosencrans accom- 
panied McVeigh from Arizona to Okla- 
homa City in December 1994 to case the 
Murrah Building. 

The overwhelming evidence conclu- 
sively indicates that federal authorities 
have been protecting these and other top 
suspects in the OKC bombing. Will Okla- 
homa’s officials break through the federal 
cover-up that has thwarted justice in this 
case and allowed terrorists to roam free? 
That remains to be seen. 
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WORTH REPEATING 


Weanons of Mass Delusion 


Why did we go to war against Iraq? 


The official reason was not to defend the United States 
against an attack like the September I 1th atrocities. It 
was to enforce UN Security Council Resolutions to dis- 
arm Iraq. — Editor 


“America will be making only one determination: is Iraq 
meeting the terms of the Security Council resolution 
[1441] or not?... If Iraq fails to fully comply, the United 
States and other nations will disarm Saddam Hussein.” 
— President George W. Bush 

November 8, 2002, the day the UN Security Council 
passed Resolution 1441 


“The world needs him [Saddam Hussein] to answer a 

single question: Has the Iraqi regime fully and uncon- 

ditionally disarmed, as required by Resolution 1441, or 
has it not?” 

— President George W. Bush 

press conference, March 6, 2003 


“Coalition forces have commenced military operations 
in Iraq. These operations are necessary in view of Iraq’s 
continued material breaches of its disarmament obligations 
under relevant Security Council resolutions, including 1441 
(2002). The operations are substantial and will secure compli- 
ance with those obligations.” 
— U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations John Negroponte 
letter to the president of the Security Council, March 20, 2003 


Did Saddam directly threaten the U.S.? 


Secretary of State Colin Powell originally said Saddam did not 
directly threaten the U.S. But the administration’s position 
changed. — Editor 


“He [Saddam Hussein] threatens not the United States. He 

threatens this region. He threatens Arab people. He threatens the 

children of Egypt, the children of Saudi Arabia, the children of 
Kuwait with these weapons.” 

— Secretary of State Colin Powell 

remarks to the press in Cairo, Egypt, February 24, 2001 


“Saddam Hussein and his weapons are a direct threat to this coun- 
try, to our people, and to all free people.... I will not leave the Amer- 
ican people at the mercy of the Iraqi dictator and his weapons.” 
— President George W. Bush 

press conference March 6, 2003 
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Case overblown: President Bush, shown here with Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld (center) and Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz, has stated 
that Saddam Hussein possessed huge stockpiles of WMDs and directly threatened 
the United States. It now appears that the administration greatly overstated the 
Iraqi threat to justify going to war. 


“TW ]e cannot live under the threat of blackmail. The terrorist 

threat to America and the world will be diminished the moment 
that Saddam Hussein is disarmed.” 

— President George W. Bush 

address to the nation, March 17, 2003 


“The people of the United States and our friends and allies will 

not live at the mercy of an outlaw regime that threatens the peace 
with weapons of mass murder.” 

— President George W. Bush 

address to the nation, March 19, 2003 


Was the Iraqi threat overblown? 


Prior to the war the administration portrayed Iraq as practical- 
ly bulging with huge stockpiles of WMDs — a country possess- 
ing so many dangerous weapons that it presented a unique threat 
to the world. Now, according to President Bush, the discovery 
of a couple of suspected mobile biological laboratories, or evi- 
dence that Saddam once had a weapons program, is supposed 
to confirm the administration’s earlier assertions. — Editor 


“There are a number of terrorist states pursuing weapons of mass 


destruction — Iran, Libya, North Korea, Syria, just to name a 
few — but no terrorist state poses a greater or more immediate 
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Defense Dept. 


threat to the security of our people than the regime of Saddam 
Hussein and Iraq.” 

— Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld 

testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee 

September 19, 2002 


“The United Nations concluded in 1999 that Saddam Hussein 
had biological weapons sufficient to produce over 25,000 liters 
of anthrax — enough doses to kill several million people. He 
hasn’t accounted for that material. He’s given no evidence that 
he has destroyed it. The United Nations concluded that Saddam 
Hussein had materials sufficient to produce more than 38,000 
liters of botulinum toxin — enough to subject millions of peo- 
ple to death by respiratory failure. He hadn’t accounted for that 
material. He’s given no evidence that he has destroyed it. Our 
intelligence officials estimate that Saddam Hussein had the ma- 
terials to produce as much as 500 tons of sarin, mustard and VX 
nerve agent. In such quantities, these chemical agents could also 
kill untold thousands. He’s not accounted for these materials. He 
has given no evidence that he has destroyed them.” 
— President George W. Bush 
State of the Union speech, January 28, 2003 


“Our conservative estimate is that Iraq today has a stockpile of 

between 100 and 500 tons of chemical weapons agent. That is 
enough agent to fill 16,000 battlefield rockets.” 

— Secretary of State Colin Powell 

presentation to the UN Security Council, February 5, 2003 


“[W Je have sources that tell us that Saddam Hussein recently au- 
thorized Iraqi field commanders to use chemical weapons — the 
very weapons the dictator tells us he does not have.” 
— President George W. Bush 

radio address, February 8, 2003 


“The goals of our coalition are clear and limited. We 

will end a brutal regime, whose aggression and 

weapons of mass destruction make it a unique threat 
to the world.” 

— President George W. Bush 

message to the Iraqi people, April 10, 2003 


“We found the weapons of mass destruction. We 
found biological laboratories.... [W]e’ve so far dis- 
covered two. And we’ll find more weapons as time 
goes on. But for those who say we haven’t found the 
banned manufacturing devices or banned weapons, 
they’re wrong, we found them.” 
— President George W. Bush 
in remarks to Polish television, May 30, 2003 
as quoted by the Associated Press the following day 
(The two suspected mobile biological laboratories Mr. 
Bush was referring to do not constitute “arms.” In 
fact, according to a June Sth Associated Press report: 
“Neither trailer had any biological agent inside, nor 
showed any signs that they had been used to produce 
biological weapons.” — Editor) 


Defense Dept. 
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Question: “Is U.S. credibility on the line over weapons of mass 
destruction in Iraq?” 
Answer: “I’m not exactly sure what that means. I mean, Iraq 
had a weapons program. Intelligence throughout the decade 
showed they had a weapons program. I am absolutely convinced 
with time we’ ll find out that they did have a weapons program.” 
— President George W. Bush 
remarks during a photo-op, June 9, 2003 


Will WMDs be found? 


Huge stockpiles of WMDs were supposed to be found, and some 
may still be found. Yet, after many weeks of searching, it seems 
clear that the Iraqi threat was nowhere near what the adminis- 
tration had claimed. — Editor 


“There is no doubt that the regime of Saddam Hussein possess- 

es weapons of mass destruction. And ... as this operation con- 

tinues, those weapons will be identified, found, along with the 
people who have produced them and who guard them.” 

— General Tommy Franks 

commander of the U.S. Central Command 

media briefing, Doha, Qatar, March 22, 2003 


“[T]he area ... that coalition forces control ... happens not to be 

the area where weapons of mass destruction were dispersed. We 

know where they are. They’re in the area around Tikrit and Bagh- 
dad and east, west, south and north somewhat.” 

— Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, 

on ABC’s “This Week with George Stephanopoulos” 

on March 30, 2003, when coalition forces 

had occupied much of, but not all of, Iraq 


Is this a WMD? “We found the weapons of mass destruction,” Bush said on May 
30th. He was referring to two suspected mobile biological laboratories, one of 
which is shown above. The two trailers did not contain any biological agent. 
Some WMDs could still be found, of course. But it now seems obvious that 
nothing will be found on the scale of the vast armaments the administration 
Originally warned against. 
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“[W]e never believed that we’d just tumble < 
over weapons of mass destruction in that coun- _ 
try [Iraq].... We’re going to find what we find ~ 
as a result of talking to people, I believe, not 
simply by going to some site and hoping to dis- 
cover it.” 
— Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld 
“Fox News Sunday,” May 4, 2003 


“Now what happened? Why weren’t they 
[WMDs] used? I don’t know. There are several 
possible reasons for that.... [I]t may very well 
be that they didn’t have time to ... use chemi- 
cal weapons. It is also possible that they de- 
cided that they would destroy them prior to a 

conflict.” 
— Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld 
remarks to the Council on Foreign Relations, 
May 27, 2003 


“Tt was a surprise to me then, it remains a surprise to me now, 

that we have not uncovered weapons ... in some of the forward 

dispersal sites. Again, believe me, it’s not for lack of trying. 

We’ ve been to virtually every ammunition supply point between 

the Kuwaiti border and Baghdad, but they’re simply not there.... 
We were simply wrong.” 

— Lt. General James Conway 

commander of the First Marine Expeditionary Force 

press conference May 30, 2003 
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Where are the WMDs? “They’re in the area around Tikrit and Baghdad and east, west, south and 
north somewhat,” Defense Secretary Rumsfeld said before coalition forces occupied those areas. 
He later stated that “we never believed that we’d just tumble over weapons of mass destruction....” 
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Why were WMDs the central issue? 


“The truth is that for reasons that have a lot to do with the U.S. 

government bureaucracy we settled on the one issue that every- 

one could agree on which was weapons of mass destruction as 
the core reason....” 

— Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz 

May 10, 2003 interview with Vanity Fair 

based on the Defense Department transcript 


Should we have gone to war against 
Traq? If the war was necessary to de- 
fend the U.S. and its citizens, and if that 
case were made and presented to Con- 
gress, and if Congress approved the 
constitutionally required declaration of 
war — then the answer would be yes. 
But that is not what happened. 

Instead, the Bush administration 
used the U.S. military to enforce UN Se- 
curity Council resolutions even more 
vigorously than the UN Security Coun- 
cil apparently wanted them enforced. 
Those resolutions had nothing to do 
with the September 11th terrorist attack 
or defending the United States. The 
irony is that the administration’s failure 
to find the alleged huge stockpiles of 
WMDs, and to end the ongoing turmoil 
in Iraq and bring home the troops, can 
only serve to “justify” having the UN 
take over. 

For more information about our Iraqi 
policy, go to www.thenewamerican.com 
/focus/iraqg/. — Editor 
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Deflating the Deflation Myth 


Fed chief Alan Greenspan is claiming that the specter of deflation is upon us. The truth, 
however, is that Fed-created inflation, not deflation, is threatening American prosperity. 


by Jane H. Ingraham 


lan Greenspan is spinning us a 
A new tale of monetary deception. 

His old tale, in which he cast him- 
self as a financial wizard saving us from 
the ravages of inflation, has suddenly taken 
a bizarre twist. No longer are we to trem- 
ble at the thought of inflation; Greenspan 
is now terribly worried we don’t have 
enough of it! 

Seemingly having taken root as head of 
the Federal Reserve, for umpteen years 
Greenspan has pictured himself as hun- 
kered down over the Consumer Price Index 
ferreting out the merest whiff of prices 
being driven up by — who else but busi- 
nessmen? This picture of Greenspan as an 
inflation hawk has been hugely successful 
with the public, taught by government, the 
media, and academe to believe that rising 
prices are the cause of inflation rather than 
the result. Somehow Greenspan’s old tale 
overlooked the fact that the one and only 
cause of inflation is an expansion of the 
money supply by the Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem itself, a power that Greenspan has ex- 
uberantly exercised during his entire 
tenure. 

But if Greenspan’s old tale has been ex- 
posed as fiction by the deplorable conse- 
quences of his bubble inflation of the 
1990s, his new tale is about to do even 
more damage. Early in May, Greenspan ut- 
tered the dread word “‘deflation,” while his 
banker cronies on the Fed’s Open Market 
Committee announced in what passed as an 
explanation that a “substantial fall in infla- 
tion” is not only “highly unwelcome” but 
is even worse than a “pickup in inflation 
from its already low level.” Well, now we 
know. The Fed is finally admitting it’s not 
in the business of protecting the purchas- 
ing power of Everyman’s dollar after all. 

Overlooking this little revelation, an 
army of commentators and financial ana- 
lysts from the World Bank to the academ- 
ic world sprang into print and speech quiv- 
ering with Greenspan at the mere thought 
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Blowing up the “bubble”: During the 1990s, Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan 
exuberantly expanded the money supply, creating an inflationary “bubble economy.” Greenspan 
now warns that deflation — symptomized by falling prices — threatens the economy. But 
deflation would actually correct many of the problems caused by the Fed’s intervention. 


of deflation. “Just like Japan!” “Just like 
the 1930s!” In sync with this hysteria, on 
May 19th the Wall Street Journal head- 
lined: “Having Defeated Inflation, Fed 
Girds for New Foe: Falling Prices.” “This 
shift came not a moment too soon,” the 


Journal told us, for shortly afterward the 
government announced the inflation rate 
has “hit a 37 year low.” After enumerating 
our economy’s many woes and concluding 
they are due to “just too much money chas- 
ing too little demand,” the Journal agreed 
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The government perpetually 
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with Greenspan that the remedy is more 
inflation. 

Voices on every side, eager to enlighten 
us, jumped in to explain that falling prices 
may seem good, but are really a dreadful 
menace. This is because consumers spend 
less while they hold their money in antici- 
pation of lower prices. Since consumer 
spending is 70 percent of Gross Domestic 
Product, a cut in consumer spending would 
slow the economy even further, which then 
would cause business to lay off more 
workers, which, in turn, would decrease 
consumer spending even more. Thus, so 
the explanation goes, falling prices create 
a downward spiral that would intensify our 
economic slump, increase unemployment, 
and end up in long-term stagnation just like 
Japan. 

All this is economic nonsense. To 
begin with, it is based on the fallacy 
that Fed intervention can stimulate the 
economy, create jobs, and fix the stock 
market. The reality is that the only help 
the Fed could give for the mess it has 
created would be to undo its fiction and 
stand aside. 


What Is Deflation? 

But what is deflation? Do falling prices 
cause it? Do we have it? Is it bad? Do 
people stop buying because of falling 
prices? Is consumer spending the crux 
of the matter? 

To answer these questions and un- 
ravel the web of obfuscation and error 
that has been spun, let us turn to the 
economists of the Austrian School of 
economic analysis. These economists, 
abhorring the political spin, are dedi- 
cated to ascertaining the real causes and 
effects of economic phenomena and 
identifying their cure if needed. Run- 
of-the-mill economists, anxious to “fit 
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in” and get ahead, or protect 
their current jobs, have it all 
wrong from the start. Erro- 
neously (or intentionally) they 
claim that falling prices cause 
deflation, just as they erro- 
neously claim that rising 
prices cause inflation. Austri- 
an School economist Frank 
Shostak, adjunct scholar at the 
Ludwig von Mises Institute 
(named for the 20th century’s 
most brilliant economist who 
happened to be Austrian), clarifies this 
point: “Changes in prices do not set in mo- 
tion economic conditions” (such as infla- 
tion or deflation). Instead, it is the other 
way around. “Economic conditions set in 
motion changes in prices.” 

For instance, genuine deflation occurs if 
the money supply remains stable or falls 
while production of goods and services in- 
creases. These economic conditions — 
neither of which we now have — in- 
evitably cause prices to fall because there 
is simply less money pursuing more goods, 
which forces prices lower in order for 
products to be sold. This is the same as 
saying we can buy more with each dollar. 
Both consumers and producers, whose 
costs go down, benefit. Since money is a 
commodity like any other, the less there is 


of it the more it is worth. Thus, genuine de- 
flation is far from being the black hole de- 
picted by the Greenspan Bank. It is an ex- 
pansion of real wealth resulting in a rising 
standard of living for everyone on every 
level. 

This insight also demonstrates that pro- 
duction, not consumer spending, must come 
first as the source of economic progress. 
Austrian School economist Mark Skousen 
wrote in his May investment letter: 


Production, not consumption, drives 
the economy. Consumption is the ef- 
fect, not the cause of prosperity.... 
Supply creates its own demand. I use 
Seattle as an example. When Mi- 
crosoft did well, Seattle boomed as 
income and consumer spending rose 
rapidly. But when Microsoft came 
under government attack and busi- 
ness declined, income and consumer 
spending also declined. In short, pro- 
ductivity, entrepreneurship and hard 
work create jobs and prosperity. 
Granted, customers are necessary to 
buy what business produces, but no 
nation can advance economically 
only by consumption; new products 
and lower prices come from the cre- 
ative entrepreneurial skills of busi- 
ness people, not consumers. 
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Papering over the economy: Over the past year, the U.S. money supply has risen 9.6 percent, or 
$67.6 billion. As dollars fly off the printing press, their value declines — as illustrated by the dollar’s 
declining value against other currencies and the sharp rise in the price of gold. 
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AP/Wide World 


Reuters 


A Japanese investor reacts glumly as the Nikkei index plunges. Japan’s once-thriving economy has 
been mired in deep recession for more than a decade as its government tries to spend its way to 
prosperity. America is following the same tragic course. 


Wages, of course, also decline monetarily 
in deflation. This is always cited as a dis- 
aster. Left unmentioned is that the lower 
monetary wage buys more than the former 
inflated wage. This is because prices de- 
cline further and faster than wages, just as 
prices rise much faster and further than 
wages during an inflationary period, a true 
disaster we are all familiar with. By pump- 
ing up the money supply, the Fed forces 
prices to rise, which is obviously a form of 
theft, making us all much less wealthy than 
we otherwise would be. 


Inflation Benefits Government 

The government, however, perpetually de- 
sires inflation because it benefits enor- 
mously. First, it uses depreciated dollars to 
help float away the national debt; i.e., it 
pays interest to the holders of Treasury se- 
curities with dollars worth less than the 
dollars used originally to purchase the se- 
curities. Second, the government uses the 
newly created dollars first before they be- 
come worth less by increasing the amount 
of money already in circulation. No coun- 
try with a central bank and a currency not 
tied to a precious metal (which describes 
them all) has ever had the character or 
plain intelligence to resist inflating its cur- 
rency, lured by the unshakeable belief that 
more money is better. Hans Sennholz, ad- 
junct scholar at the von Mises Institute and 
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emeritus Professor of Economics at Grove 
City College, wrote in a May 17th essay: 


Declining prices do not call for con- 
travening central bank maneuvers... 
Actually, whether the given stock of 
money is large or small, it renders the 
desired exchange service. The popu- 
lar notion that an increase in the stock 
of money is economically desirable is 
one of the great fallacies of our time. 
It has lived on throughout the cen- 
turies embraced by kings and presi- 
dents, politicians and businessmen... 
It has shattered numerous curren- 
cies, inflicted incalculable harm.... It 
springs forth, again and again, no 
matter how often economists may re- 
fute it. 


For instance, for a brief period (1880- 
1896) the U.S. experienced a genuine de- 
flation. There was no central bank; the cur- 
rency was stable. Production had taken off 
following the Civil War. Wholesale prices 
fell on average by 1.8 percent per year 
while income grew at 5 percent per year. 
Contrary to current woeful prophecies, 
the Great Depression of the 1930s is not 
an example of deflation. To extinguish — 
and secretly reap profits from — the run- 
away inflation bubble that Fed Insiders 
had created during the 1920s, the Fed 


suddenly and drastically turned off 
the money spigot, causing the stock 
market crash. The economy, if left 
alone, would have adjusted to this 
lower money supply and no depres- 
sion would have resulted. But this 
severe money supply reduction was 
accompanied by a collapse in pro- 
duction as FDR handcuffed the en- 
tire economy — from agriculture to 
manufacturing to finance — with 
fascistic notions of total control from 
Washington. This was a case of a lust 
for power, not an example of a de- 
flationary environment. 

Neither is Japan an example of de- 
flation. If it were, Japan would be 
thriving instead of languishing in re- 
cession for 12 years. The problem in 
Japan, as explained by Hans 
Sennholz, is that “political blunders 
and economic follies are depressing 
the Japanese economy.” Sennholz 
notes that ever since the Japanese 
bubble burst in 1990, the government has 
been frantically trying to spend its way out 
of the meltdown, always preventing need- 
ed corrections and adjustments. There is no 
deflation abyss that can swallow an econ- 
omy, says Sennholz, but “there are abysses 
that swallow countries with governments 
that conduct abysmal policies.” 

Like Japan, we do not have deflation, or 
even the threat of it. Every sign points in 
the opposite direction. As of this writing, 
gold is $367 per ounce, up from $323 one 
year ago. Why is gold rapidly escalating? 
Because, having real value, it rises as the 
dollar’s value falls, acting as a hedge. The 
dollar is down 24 percent versus the euro 
and 13 percent versus the yen. Why? Be- 
cause there are far too many dollars versus 
these foreign currencies, even though they 
themselves are seriously inflated, plus the 
fact that Greenspan has knocked down the 
official interest rate to 1.25 percent, the 
lowest in 45 years. Meanwhile, the Euro- 
pean Central Bank has kept its rate higher. 

To knock down the U.S. rate, Greenspan 
bought billions of dollars worth of U.S. 
Treasury bonds on the open market with a 
flood of new money created out of thin air 
by writing checks on the Federal Reserve, 
which has no money. (This does not 
change the national debt of over $6 trillion 
— only the ownership.) These checks went 
to Federal Reserve banks where the scam 
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Fed intervention cannot sti 
economy, create jobs, and 
market. The reality is that 
help the Fed could give for 
has created would be to undo 
fiction and stand aside. 


of fractional reserves multiplied their face 
amount 10 times. The money supply has 
risen $67.6 billion, or 9.6 percent, since 
one year ago. There is no sign that Green- 
span is selling bonds from the Fed’s own 
massive hoard (about $600 billion) to 
pull money out of circulation, as he 
would be doing if he were not trying 

to pull the wool over our eyes. 

As is to be expected, prices of the ma- 
jority of goods and services are reaching 
new highs while falling prices are narrow- 
ly confined to goods such as cars, appli- 
ances, televisions, and computers that have 
been falling for a number of years due 
mainly to foreign competition and techni- 
cal advancements. Nor do statistics verify 
that these falling prices have caused peo- 
ple to postpone buying. Between January 
1992 and January 2003, the price of appli- 
ances fell over 20 percent while sales in- 
creased 129 percent; the price of personal 
computers fell 80 percent while sales in- 
creased 127 percent. But anyone who 
spends over two cents knows that the price 
of haircuts, greeting cards, plumbers, in- 
surance, houses, veterinarians, drugs, nat- 
ural gas, electricity, gasoline, household 
help, yard help, admission to sporting 
events, and auto repairs (to name a few) are 
higher than ever, while tuition at leading 
colleges has hit an astounding $38,000 per 
year. 


Correction, Please! 
Clearly, our problem is inflation, not 
deflation. 

If we don’t have deflation, what do we 
have? In a few words, we are having a 
shake-out. We are seeing the inevitable 
bust following Greenspan’s inflationary 
bubble of the past decade. All the malin- 
vestments, overemployment, excessive ex- 
pansions, high inventories, and especially 
the exorbitant debt of businesses and con- 
sumers must be shaken out and unwound. 
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As Frank Shostak explained in an essay 
posted on May 13th on the von Mises In- 
stitute website: 


Once the bubble is burst this under- 
mines various non-wealth-generating 
activities that sprang up on the back 
of the prior monetary pumping.... 
This [undermining] is welcome news 
because it indicates that the diversion 
of real wealth from productive activ- 
ities has been corrected. 


American businessmen and entrepreneurs 
are unwinding the mistakes of the easy 
money of the boom in a hundred ingenious 
ways to cut costs and boost productivity. 
Manufacturers are correctly slashing their 
work forces, consolidating operations into 
fewer and more efficient plants, raising 
revenue by tacking on service fees for 
maintenance, closing excess distribution 
centers, and wheedling deals out of sup- 
pliers. Some are reducing the number of 
parts and raw materials suppliers, giving 
the remaining suppliers more sales volume 
in return for lower prices. Rather than ex- 
panding into new buildings, some compa- 
nies are clearing out inventory to free up 
floor space. Other companies are schedul- 
ing employees to work longer shifts but 
fewer days. In this way the plant is never 
idle and no one has to wait to use equip- 
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ment. These efficiencies, though painful in 
the short term, are exactly what must be 
done and are good news, although report- 
ed as bad news supposedly proving that the 
economy is in extremis. 

In his world-famous book Human Ac- 
tion, Ludwig von Mises penned a warning 
for central bankers just like Greenspan: 


Any attempt by government to pre- 
vent or delay this post-bubble adjust- 
ment merely prolongs the stagnation. 


This is precisely what Greenspan is doing 
by dishonestly calling for more inflation as 
the “cure for deflation.” His claim that “in- 
flation is now sufficiently low that it no 
longer appears to be much of a factor in the 
economic calculations of households and 
business” is pure hogwash. Far from infla- 
tion being a nonfactor, people have come 
to expect that rising prices are inescapable 
and must be figured into everything from 
insurance policies to writing a will to a 
child’s education to next week’s food bill. 
Certain U.S. Treasury bonds are indexed 
for price inflation, as are Social Security 
payments. 

Greenspan’s insistence that the present 
inflation rate is one percent per year is ab- 
surd in the face of the billions he himself 
and George Bush are pouring out. 
Greenspan is taking this inflation figure 
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from the Consumer Price Index. Although 
all government figures are suspect, the CPI 
is probably the most untrustworthy of all. 
The Labor Department chooses a “basket” 
of products and compares the average price 
level with that of the previous year. Exclu- 
sions and inclusions enable the govern- 
ment to produce whatever inflation level it 
needs for its own purposes. One of its pur- 
poses is to keep the annual increases in So- 
cial Security payments as low as it can get 
away with. 

At this particular moment, Greenspan 
needs this fabrication to make his call for 
more inflation seem justified and reason- 
able. For cover, he is even hiding behind 
a pretense of ignorance about this strange 
new thing called deflation. As reported by 
the Wall Street Journal on May 22nd, 
Greenspan declared that another reason 
for avoiding deflation is that it takes the 
Fed into a world it doesn’t understand 
well: 


Inflation obviously is something that 
for a half century we’ve been strug- 
gling with. Not having had any ex- 
perience in the modern world deal- 
ing with deflation, our knowledge 
base is virtually non-existent.... We 
now have been putting very signifi- 
cant resources into trying to under- 
stand, without actually seeing it hap- 
pen, what this phenomenon is all 
about. 


Coming from Greenspan, this is absolute- 
ly ludicrous. How do we know he is dis- 
sembling? Because it is safe to say that 
probably no other person has the depth of 
understanding of money, or of the fine art 
of its manipulation, or of the consequences 
of each and every monetary maneuver, that 
Greenspan has. This is why he is where he 
is. His astuteness on all sides of the subject 
of money is legendary. During the 1960s 
he was a brilliant proponent of a gold stan- 
dard as the only way to protect our prop- 
erty from rapacious government. Thirty- 
seven years ago he wrote: 


Stripped of its academic jargon, the 
welfare state is nothing more than a 
mechanism by which governments 
confiscate the wealth of the produc- 
tive members of society.... This is the 
shabby secret of the welfare statists’ 
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tirades against gold. Deficit spending 
is simply a scheme for the hidden 
confiscation of wealth. Gold stands in 
the way of this insidious process. It 
stands as a protector of property 
rights. 


For a long time, however, Greenspan’s al- 
legiance has not been to truth and honor 
but to his Insider bosses who have raised 
him to the pinnacle of fame and fortune. 
According to Murray Rothbard in his in- 
dispensable book The Case Against the 
Fed, from its conspiratorial beginnings the 
Fed has been controlled by the financial 
empires of the Morgans and Rockefellers 
whose agents wrote the Federal Reserve 
Act and lyingly maneuvered it through 
Congress. The key to controlling the econ- 
omy is the Fed’s monopoly of the issue of 
bank notes, which means it can consis- 
tently inflate and keep the inflation going 
indefinitely. In short, the business of the 
Fed is to inflate and thereby control bank 
credit expansion through the scam of frac- 
tional reserve banking. 

In the beginning the Morgans were on 
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top but are now junior partners in the pow- 
erful Eastern Establishment led unchal- 
lenged today by the Rockefellers. Never- 
theless, no one ever becomes Fed chairman 
without intimate ties with one or the other 
financial empire. It is one thing to set up a 
cartel but another thing to select the “right” 
people. Paul Volcker was a longtime 
prominent servant of the Rockefeller Em- 
pire, having been an economist for the 
Rockefellers’ Exxon Corporation and for 
their headquarters institution the Chase 
Manhattan Bank. Alan Greenspan sold his 
gold-standard soul for 30 pieces of silver 
and suddenly emerged as a member of the 
executive committee of the Morgans’ flag- 
ship commercial bank, Morgan Guaranty 
Trust Company. 

Will Greenspan’s call for accelerated in- 
flation be disastrous? Yes, for the purchas- 
ing power of our dollars. Yes, for contin- 
ued liquidation of the bubble’s excesses. 
Yes, for a permanently sound economy and 
stock market. 

And yes, there is a great danger we 
might become like Japan. Greenspan is fol- 
lowing the same disastrous route. Hi 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE 


Spelling Success 


Private and home schoolers took first and 
second place in the annual Scripps Howard 
National Spelling Bee at the Grand Hyatt 
Washington hotel in the nation’s capital on 
May 28th and 29th. The new champ (and 
76th winner of the event) is 13-year-old Sai 
Gunturi of Plano, Texas, who recently 
completed eighth grade at the St. Mark’s 
School of Texas, a nonsectarian in- 
dependent school in Dallas with an 
enrollment of just over 800 boys in 
grades one through 12. 

This year’s final field of 251 con- 
testants, ages eight to 15, was the 
largest ever. Participants qualified 
by winning one of the preliminary 
events sponsored throughout the 
United States and in Europe, Guam, 
Jamaica, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is- 
lands, the Bahamas, and American 
Samoa. Thirty-one home schoolers, 
53 private school students, and 167 
government school attendees earned 
trips to Washington. 

Young Sai told reporters that his 
goal had been to at least place high- 
er than he had in past years. His 
steady ascent to the top included 
ties for 32nd place in 2000, 16th 
place in 2001, and 7th place in 
2002. At the end of nearly nine 
hours of grueling final-round com- 
petition on May 29th, Sai emerged 
the winner after correctly spelling 
“pococurante,” a word that suggests 
nonchalance or indifference. 

In his spare time, Sai plays the vi- 
olin and studies Indian classical 
music. Warren Foxworth, head of 
the St. Mark’s middle school, de- 
scribes him as a “very strong stu- 
dent, an Honor Roll student, popu- 
lar among the boys and involved in 
a lot of activities.’ Sai’s mother, Lakshmi, 
is a homemaker, and his father, Sarma, is 
a chemical engineer with Dallas-based 
Texas Instruments Inc. 

Sai modestly claims that, in the end, his 
winning effort came down to luck: “It is 
impossible to memorize the whole dictio- 
nary. It just so happened that I got the 
words I knew.” 

In addition to the first-place trophy, Sai 
received $12,000, a new encyclopedia set, 
and sundry other gifts. Incidentally, his win 
gave St. Mark’s its third national academ- 
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ic or athletic championship since June of 
last year. Michael Martin, who recently 
completed his freshman year at Dartmouth 
College in New Hampshire, and Josh 
Branson, who now attends Northwestern 
University in Illinois, teamed up to win the 
National High School Debate Tournament 
in June 2002. And in July 2002, Peter 
Lynch, who entered the University of 


Thrill of victory: Thirteen-year-old private schooler Sai 
Gunturi rejoices after winning the 76th annual Scripps 

Howard National Spelling Bee. Sai’s victory adds to the 
impressive record compiled recently by private and home 
schoolers. 


Pennsylvania a few weeks later, captured 
the individual Junior National Rowing 
Championship. 

The runner-up in this year’s spelling bee 
was 14-year-old home schooler Evelyn 
Blacklock of Tuxedo Park, New York. She 
was confounded by the silent “g” in the 
word “gnathonic,” which means “marked 
by exhibiting a fawning attentiveness.” 
Gracious in defeat, she admitted that she 
did not expect to finish as high as she did, 
telling reporters, “I just wanted to do bet- 
ter than last year,’ when she tied for 59th. 


Home schoolers have compiled an im- 
pressive record in national spelling and geo- 
graphic bees in recent years. They won the 
1997 and 2000 spelling contests, while in 
2001, the victor was a home schooler who 
had recently enrolled in a private school. 
Home schoolers also took top honors in the 
1999, 2002, and 2003 geographic bees (for 
a profile of this year’s winner see page 30). 


Pro-gun Flyer Flap 


In June 2000, the Montclair, New 
Jersey, Board of Education had stu- 
dents take home a flyer announcing 
a rally, sponsored by a gun control 
group known as Ceasefire New Jer- 
sey, urging the state assembly to ap- 
prove a then-pending gun control 
measure. Yet when pro-gun Moms 
for Gun Safety (MGS) — an affili- 
ate of the Association of New Jersey 
Rifle & Pistol Clubs (ANJRPC) — 
sought to have students take home a 
flyer announcing a rally opposing 
the legislation, the request was 
denied. 

In October 2000, MGS and the 
ANJRPC sued the school board in 
U.S. District Court for allegedly vi- 
olating their free speech rights under 
the First Amendment and denying 
them equal protection of the law 
under the 14th Amendment. The 
suit, however, was eventually settled 
out of court. Under terms of the set- 
tlement, the school board acknowl- 
edged that it violated its own policies 
by distributing flyers supporting one 
side of the legislative controversy 
while barring handouts espousing 
the other side. 

A May 20th ANJRPC press re- 
lease noted that the accord “guaran- 
tees that the School Board will treat pro- 
Second Amendment groups on an equal 
footing with anti-Second Amendment 
groups.... [T]he ANJRPC will have access 
to the school system to conduct events, 
essay contests, grant scholarships and seek 
establishment of a student club. If the 
School Board amends its policies in the fu- 
ture to bar such activities, they must be ap- 
plied equally to all organizations.” 

According to ANJRPC Executive Vice 
President Scott Bach, the settlement 
“sends a message to every publicly fund- 
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ed school in America: If you try to stifle 
debate on the Second Amendment, you’re 
going to be held fully accountable.” 


Christmas Controversy 


Prior to Christmas 2001, students in a class 
at Northwest Elementary School in Leo- 
minster, Massachusetts, were assigned to 
bring books about their Christmas tradi- 
tions and share the details with classmates. 

Second-grader Laura Greska opted to 
report on The Story of Christmas by Sally 
Owen, which focuses on the birth of 
Jesus Christ, the centerpiece of the holi- 
day for Christians. But while the school 
allowed other students to present books 
dealing with a broad variety of Christmas 
traditions, Laura’s presentation was al- 
legedly cut short by her teacher due to its 
“religious” content. According to Laura’s 
parents, Robert and Jessie Greska, they 
were subsequently told that religious 
books were not acceptable for the class 
assignment. 

In July 2002, the Virginia Beach, Vir- 
ginia-based American Center for Law and 
Justice, a public interest law firm special- 
izing in constitutional law, filed suit on be- 
half of the Greskas in U.S. District Court. 
The suit claimed that the Leominster Pub- 
lic School District violated Laura’s right to 
exercise her religious beliefs by not allow- 
ing her to complete her book report. 

Before the case could be heard, howev- 
er, a settlement was reached in May of this 
year between the Greskas and the school 
district. According to its terms, Laura “will 
be permitted to exercise her religious be- 
liefs via speech (whether oral or written), 
if appropriate to an assignment, in all fu- 
ture school assignments” while attending 
any school within the district. In return, the 
ACLJ asked the district court to dismiss 
the lawsuit. 

In a May 16th ACLJ press release an- 
nouncing the agreement, the law firm’s se- 
nior counsel, Vincent McCarthy, described 
the case as “‘an important reminder that stu- 
dents do not shed their constitutional rights 
to express their religious faith when they 
enter the school house door. We are en- 
couraged that the school district has agreed 
to do what it should have done from the be- 
ginning — protect the free speech rights of 
our client...” 

— Rosert W. LEE 
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Home Schooling Is the Place to Bee 


Home-schooled 14-year-old James Williams captures the coveted top spot in the 2003 
National Geographic Bee. 


—s tee] 


JAMES WILLIAMS 


WASHINGTON 


Sudden celebrity: After winning the annual National Geographic Bee on May 21st, 14-year-old 
James Williams is congratulated by host Alex Trebek. Home schoolers have earned a reputation 


for exceptional performance in these events. 


by Jodie Gilmore 


adagascar, Mumbai, Myanmar, 
Martinique ... sound like the 
itinerary of an exotic round-the- 


world trip? Not exactly. But it is a sample 
of the correct answers to questions posed 
in the National Geographic Bee finals, held 
in Washington, D.C., on May 21st. And 
while James Williams, the 14-year-old 
winner of the bee, has never visited any of 
these faraway places, he does know a lot 
about them, and many other aspects of 
world geography. 

How does an eighth-grader from Van- 
couver, Washington, know so much about 


Jodie Gilmore, a home-schooling mother of two, is a 


freelance writer. 
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distant destinations? “I studied every day, 
for several hours,” James told THE NEw 
AMERICAN. “I’ve always thought that ge- 
ography was really cool.” James and his 
five siblings are home schooled by their 
parents, Ann and Craig. James said he 
finds the flexibility of the home-school en- 
vironment conducive to concentrating on 
his specific interests, such as geography 
and science. 

“We wanted to make learning a lifestyle 
rather than something you have to do,” said 
Ann. Certainly learning takes center stage 
in the Williams family household. James is 
a weekly regular at the local library, check- 
ing out as many as a dozen books each 
visit. And he doesn’t concentrate solely on 
geography. His interests are wide-ranging, 
encompassing spiders, weather, moun- 


tains, and many other topics. Instead of 
being tied to the standard public school 
schedule, the Williams family incorporates 
learning in all parts of their day-to-day ex- 
istence — taking many field trips, and par- 
ticipating in a variety of home-school 
activities. 

Ann and Craig decided to home school 
their children even before the first baby ar- 
rived. “We saw the advantages of being 
able to tailor education to each child’s 
learning style and interests,” stated Ann. 
Plus, she added, “we wanted to ensure our 
values were the ones they were most fa- 
miliar with.” Home-schooled children, like 
James, have done exceptionally well in 
both the National Geographic Bee and the 
Scripps Howard National Spelling Bee in 
recent years, winning the geographic bee 
in 1999 and 2002, and the spelling bee in 
1997 and 2000. Mike Smith, president of 
the Home School Legal Defense Associa- 
tion, credits the individualized instruction 
home-schooled children receive — the 
same “one-on-one, tutorial type of teach- 
ing that was the foundation of our early 
founding fathers.” Smith pointed out that 
“Thomas Jefferson and the early presidents 
and the intellectuals of those days [and] the 
people who wrote our Constitution — 
most of them were tutored or taught by 
their parents.” As further evidence of the 
benefits of home schooling, this marks the 
second year in a row that a home-schooled 
student has won the geographic bee. 


Busy as a Bee 
While some people might worry that 
home-schooled children lead sheltered 
lives and don’t receive a well-rounded ed- 
ucation, James is living proof that “it ain’t 
so.” Although his primary love is geogra- 
phy, he finds that to excel at the National 
Geographic Bee, he had to study a variety 
of other subjects. James listed geology, 
weather, economics, cultural studies, his- 
tory, and chart interpretation as all useful 
topics. 

In addition to studying for the geo- 
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Family affair: Though home schooler James Williams won this year’s National Geographic Bee, 
his sister Kirsten, also home schooled, nearly edged him out when both competed at the local level 
of the geographic bee. The Williams family poses here in front of the U.S. Capitol: Hayley (left, 8), 
Patrisha (10), Craig (dad), Jonathan (2), Ann (mom), James (14), Kirsten (13), and Mara (6). 


graphic bee this spring, James also quali- 
fied, along with the rest of his local team, 
for the National Science Olympiad, held in 
Ohio just days before the geographic bee. 
In the Olympiad, James’ concentration 
areas included metric estimation, life sci- 
ences, process lab, and experimental de- 
sign. Although his team finished in the 
middle of the 55 participating teams, 
James said the competition was fun. In the 
team environment, he said, “sometimes it’s 
hard to work with the rest of the team,’ but 
he finds that less nerve-wracking than in- 
dividual competition (like the geographic 
bee), which “is more stressful — one ques- 
tion and you're out!” 

With his siblings receiving the same 
quality home education he is, James can’t 
afford to rest on his laurels. His 13-year- 
old sister, Kirsten, also competed in the 
Olympiad, and came very close to edging 
James out at the local level of the geo- 
graphic bee, missing victory by only one 
question. “She gave him a run for his 
money,” laughed Ann. All four sisters also 
play the piano, “and are getting better than 
me,” complained James with a smile. 

Ann and Craig are both longtime mem- 
bers of the John Birch Society, and they 
hope to pass the freedom-fight torch on to 
James. “Joining the Birch Society is one of 
the best things I ever did,” said Craig. In 
August, he hopes to send James to the 
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Washington State Robert Welch Universi- 
ty Summer Camp. Meanwhile, James will 
compete in the National Science Bowl in 
June. And if that weren’t a busy enough 
summer, James also has high hopes of 
being chosen as a member of the three-per- 
son U.S. team at the biennial National Ge- 
ographic World Championship, held in 
July. 

In between all the competitions and 
studying, James finds time to practice 
piano, participate in Boy Scouts, and swim 
in the local pool. He is also a computer 
whiz, taking his first community college 
programming course when he was only 11 
years old. He now serves as Webmaster for 
the EXCEL home-schooling group in Van- 
couver, Washington. 

So how does one young boy find time 
for all these activities? Possibly because 
he doesn’t waste time watching the boob 
tube. The Williamses haven’t had a TV for 
years, and except for not being able to 
watch travelog videos, they don’t miss it 
much. 

The family does subscribe to a number 
of educational publications, not the least of 
which is THE NEW AMERICAN. In fact, 
James credits TNA with helping him win 
the state level of the geographic bee. One 
of the questions dealt with Yucca Moun- 
tain, Nevada, which James remembered 
reading about in a TNA issue. Other mag- 


azines the Williamses subscribe to include 
National Geographic (of course) and 
Smithsonian. 

After winning the geographic bee, 
James found himself the darling of the na- 
tional media, appearing on the Today 
Show, the Early Show, and CNN. After his 
winning answer, James said, there were 
“microphones and cameras everywhere — 
and I just wanted to sleep.” And, as amaz- 
ing as it may seem in this day of ubiqui- 
tous television, the same kid who knows 
that cocoa is produced in the Ashanti re- 
gion of Ghana, and that the mouth of the 
Orinoco River is north of the mouth of the 
Zambezi River, had never even heard of 
NBC’s Katie Couric. Sort of puts things in 
perspective.... 


Bee All You Can Bee 

James’ achievement at age 14 is in stark 
contrast to the 11 percent of Americans 
aged 18 to 24 who cannot find the U.S. on 
a map and to the 50 percent who cannot 
find China, the United Kingdom, or Japan. 
To counteract these appalling statistics, the 
National Geographic Society started the 
geographic bee in 1989. Over five million 
students participate at the local level, nar- 
rowing down to the best 55 competitors 
who compete in the finals. 

At the finals, the competitors roomed to- 
gether and forged friendships likely to en- 
dure beyond the competition. James said 
he exchanged e-mail addresses with a 
number of his fellow competitors, while 
Ann commented that she “wouldn’t be sur- 
prised if we visited them, or they visited 
us.” James’ roommate, Sean Rao, placed 
third in the finals. Imagine the bedtime 
chatter: “Was it Pakistan or Bangladesh 
that got its freedom in 1971? Which coun- 
try has the third-highest annual oil pro- 
duction? What’s the main crop produced in 
the Ayeyarwady Delta?” 

For winning the geographic bee, James 
was awarded a $25,000 scholarship to the 
college of his choice, along with a life-time 
subscription to National Geographic and a 
week at Sea World-Busch Gardens Ad- 
venture Camp, courtesy of corporate spon- 
sor ING. But Ann stressed that it is the 
learning process, not the winning, that is 
of truly important. “All the kids have 
learned to appreciate the world around 
them more by being curious about other 
countries,” she said. 


31 


The Man Who Lit Up the World 


Thomas Edison changed the world through his ability, persistence — and hard work. 
“Genius,” he said, “is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.” 


by William P. Hoar 


homas Alva Edison put it plainly: 
| “T never did anything worth doing 
by accident, nor did any of my in- 
ventions come by accident; they came by 
work.” And the man who lit up the world 
was indeed a worker. With little formal ed- 
ucation, he was productively employed for 
73 of his nearly 85 years (1847-1931). 

According to the legend which Edison 
did little to alter, his sole teacher called him 
“addled,” and said he was not worth 
schooling. The man who filed a patent on 
the average of every two weeks during the 
whole of his adult life enjoyed the tale. For 
his entry in Who’s Who in America, he 
noted: “Received some instruction from 
his mother.” And he once asserted that in 
1862 he found refuge in what was to be- 
come the Detroit Public Library. “I started 
with the first book on the bottom shelf and 
went through the lot, one by one. I didn’t 
read a few books. I read the library. Then 
I got acollection called The Penny Library 
Encyclopedia and read that through.... I 
read Burton’s Anatomy of Melancholy — 
pretty heavy reading for a youngster. It 
might have been if I hadn’t been taught by 
my deafness that I could enjoy any good 
literature.... Following the Anatomy came 
Newton’s Principles....” 

In point of fact, young Edison did at- 
tend several schools, and chemistry class- 
es at Cooper Union in New York, and he 
wrote in private correspondence about his 
fabled self-education at the Detroit li- 
brary: “I started to do it but gave up after 
reading about ten books that were pretty 
dry reading.” But myths die hard, espe- 
cially the self-effacing legends of great 
men. 

For example, biographer Robert Conot 
reports in his book A Streak of Luck: 


This article originally appeared under the title 
“Edison: The Man Who Turned On the Lights” in the 
November 1979 issue of American Opinion, a prede- 
cessor of THE NEW AMERICAN. 


Courtesy of The Henry Ford Museum, Dearborn, Michigan 
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The man who lit up the worle 
a worker. With little formal e 
he was productively employe 
of his nearly 85 years. 


The most pervasive legend was that 
he slept only a few hours out of every 
twenty-four. It was, in reality, a 
smokescreen.... While in his young 
years there were stretches when he 
drove himself and others past the 
point of exhaustion, he always 
managed to catch up on his sleep 
afterward. 

[Edison associate Alfred O.] 
Tate related: “His genius for sleep 
equalled his genius for invention. 
He could go to sleep anywhere, 
any time, on anything.” He and 
his secretary once went to the 
beach for the weekend, and Edi- 
son slept thirty-six hours straight 
with only a two-hour interruption 
for a dinner of steak, potatoes, and 
apple pie. It was common for him 
to work a day and a night, taking 
occasional naps at the laboratory, 
then go to bed at Glenmont for 
eighteen hours. 

It was another example of the 
division between the ideal and the 
practical. Ideally, Edison con- 
tended: “Sleep is an acquired 
habit. Cells don’t sleep. Fish 
swim about in the water all night; 
they don’t sleep. Even a horse 
don’t sleep, he just stands still and 
rests. A man don’t need any 
sleep.” In practice, Edison did like 
everyone else, and went to sleep. 


ArtToday 


But he never let even sleep get in the way 
of his beloved work, with the result that he 
was granted 1,093 patents — more than 
any other man in history. As it happened, 
one of his earliest inventions was a device 
he patched together in his days as a night- 
shift telegraph operator assigned to send a 
“wide-awake” signal every hour. He al- 
most lost his job when it was discovered 
he had attached the sending set to a clock 
and rigged it to send an automatic signal 
so he could get some sleep. 
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Edison’s hearing loss did 
not stop him from becoming a 
whiz at telegraphy, and actual- 
ly helped him in improving a 
transmitter for Alexander Gra- 
ham Bell’s telephone and in in- 
venting the gramophone. 
“Deafness, pure and simple,” 
said Edison of the latter inven- 
tion, “was responsible for the experimen- 
tation which perfected the machine. It took 
me twenty years to make a perfect record 
of piano music because it is full of over- 
tones. I now can do it — just because I’m 
deaf.” 


Patent failure: Edison’s first patented invention, the 

electrical vote recorder, was not wanted by its intended 
users. “If there is any invention on earth that we don’t want 
down here, it is this,” a congressional committee 
complained. Some 90 years later such an invention was 
installed on Capitol Hill. 


His defective hearing gave him another 
advantage. In Edison: The Man Who Made 
The Future, Ronald Clark explained: “In the 
business jungle where Edison necessarily 
carried out much of his business he could 
not rely on verbal agreements; everything 
had to be in writing, a safety net in what 
has been called ‘a business era notorious 
for financial swindle and brigandage.’” 


Persistence, Then Success 

The genius of Thomas Edison was not im- 
mediately appreciated. He lost an early job 
as a telegraph operator for having tested 
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the idea that two messages could be sent 
over the same wire. But his boss called the 
idea “crazy,” saying “any damn fool ought 
to know that a wire can’t be worked both 
ways at once.” 

Indeed, Edison’s first patented inven- 
tion, the electrical vote recorder, also was 
a failure. A congressional committee in- 
formed him: “If there is any invention on 
earth that we don’t want down here, it is 
this.” Delaying the game, Edison was told, 
“is the only right the minority has.” In 
1868, the legislators “did not want votes 
counted rapidly, which resolved Edison to 
produce only inventions of practical use.” 
(The Indispensable Man, edited by 
George E. Probst.) It would be some 
90 years before such an invention 
would be installed for the Congress. 

Two years later, in 1870, young 
Edison received his first money for 
an invention — $40,000 for a stock 
ticker. This enormous sum enabled 
him to open a “shop.” As he wrote 
to his parents: “I have one shop 
which employs 18 men and am fit- 
ting up another which will employ 
over 150 men — I am now what 
‘you’ Democrats call a “Bloated 
Eastern Manufacturer.’ ” 

He did not believe in invention 
for its own sake. In 1875, for exam- 
ple, Edison discovered an electrical 
phenomenon which he called the 
“etheric force,” but for which he saw 
no immediate practical use. Years 
later this purely scientific discovery 
became the foundation for wireless 
telegraphy. 

Soon the brilliant Edison made 
the mistake of becoming involved 
with one of those “bloated” East- 
erners about whom he had written 
his parents. It was Jay Gould, the robber 
baron, and the young inventor suffered 
considerable loss in a dispute between 
Western Union and Gould’s Atlantic & Pa- 
cific system over Edison’s quadruplex tele- 
graph. 

In Edison, Matthew Josephson recounts 
how Edison learned that Gould “swindled 
his associates no less than his opponents, 
whenever it suited him to do so. Early in 
1875, Gould took steps to merge the sev- 
eral telegraph companies under his control. 
By a written agreement drawn earlier, the 
Automatic Telegraph Company’s stock- 
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Persistence pays: After long hours without sleep trying to perfect his phonograph, Edison listens to the improved sound coming from his miracle 
machine. The press called the phonograph “the greatest invention of the age.” It was among the more than 1,000 patents granted to the Wizard of 
Menlo Park. 


holders were to exchange their shares, at a 
valuation of about four million dollars, for 
Atlantic & Pacific securities. Edison had 
been promised payment for his services in 
stock, which was supposed to total about 
$250,000 in new securities. That is, he had 
been assured in writing that he would re- 
ceive ‘one-tenth’ of the benefits accruing 
to the Automatic Telegraph from his in- 
ventions, and that he would be named chief 
electrician of the new amalgamated com- 
pany at a good salary. To his chagrin, none 
of these promises were kept. Jay Gould 
made cash payment only to Harrington, his 
lieutenant, and then by some legal chi- 
canery discriminated against the other 
stockholders of the Automatic Telegraph, 
allowing them nothing for their stocks. 
Among those who was thus defrauded was 
Edison.” The inventor joined in a lawsuit 
that was not decided until 1906, and then 
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the damages were beaten down by the 
Gould interests to one dollar! 

In the meantime Thomas Edison had set 
up the world’s first research laboratory in 
1876 at Menlo Park, New Jersey. He was 
working there in 1877 when he applied for 
a patent on a carbon transmitter that not 
only made the Bell telephone commercial- 
ly practical but became the basis of the mi- 
crophone. The patent was not granted until 
1892, but Western Union agreed to pay 
him $100,000 for all rights. Payment was 
spread out over 17 years because, Edison 
said, “My ambition was about four times 
too large for my business capacity, and I 
knew that I would soon spend this money 
experimenting if I got it all at once....” 

Menlo Park was also the site of his in- 
vention of the phonograph, more uniquely 
an Edison production than any of his other 
devices, which were frequently improve- 


ments on the work of others. When the 
crank on the gramophone (phonograph) 
was turned and the recorder played back 
“Mary had a little lamb...” even its inven- 
tor admitted he was “a little scared.” Now 
that sound could be recorded, Edison pre- 
dicted talking moving pictures. But it was 
not primarily entertainment that the inven- 
tor had in mind for the phonograph, but 
rather use in the office by secretaries. Edi- 
son’s records were cylinders, and until 
1913 he stubbornly refused to emulate the 
subsequent disk records. 

Publicity abounded. With no small help 
from the new “Napoleon of Science,” who 
welcomed the attention and knew how to 
milk the press. Such was his fame in 1878, 
reports Robert Conot, that a New York 
newspaper ran an April first story head- 
lined “...‘Edison Invents a Machine That 
Will Feed the Human Race — manufac- 
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Bright idea: Edison not only developed the first 
* | practical incandescent light bulb but built the 
world’s first central power plant in New York City. 
He even provided the means to get electricity to 
businesses and households. Below is his drawing 
for an electric lamp, patented January 27, 1880. 
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a hundred.” But not all were believers. 
Saturday Review sneered: “Three times 
within the short space of eighteen 
months he has had the glory of finally 
and triumphantly solving a problem of 
worldwide interest.... [T]here is no rea- 
son why he should not for the next 
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turing Biscuits, Meat, Vegetables, and 
Wine out of Air, Water, and Common 
Earth, It was, of course, an April Fool’s 
prank, but other newspapers around the 
country picked it up and ran it straight. 
Nothing seemed impossible for a man 
who could make a machine that talked. 
Newspapermen flocked to Menlo Park 
in the hope of being the first to catch the 
latest marvel from the magician’s 
workshop.” This story comes from A 
Streak of Luck, the title of which refers to 
an Edison comment in 1869: “I’ll never 
give up for I may have a streak of luck be- 
fore I die.” 


Turning On the Lights 

The magic continued. By the end of 1879, 
Edison had developed the first practical in- 
candescent light bulb after a long period of 
trial and error that gave proof to his much- 
quoted adage that “genius is one percent 
inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspi- 
ration.” The filament in the successful bulb 
was carbonized sewing thread, but scores 
of other materials had been tried previous- 
ly. Thomas Edison described the occasion: 


All night Batchelor, my assistant, 
worked beside me. The next day and 
next night again, and at the end of that 
time we had produced one carbon out 
of an entire spool of Clark’s thread. 
Having made it, it was necessary to 
take it to the glassblower’s house. 
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With utmost precaution Batchelor 
took up the precious carbon, and I 
marched after him, as if guarding a 
mighty treasure. To our consternation, 
just as we reached the glassblower’s 
bench the wretched carbon broke. We 
turned back to the main laboratory 
and set to work again. It was late in 
the afternoon before we had produced 
another carbon, which was again bro- 
ken by a jeweler’s screwdriver falling 
against it. But we turned back again, 
and before night the carbon was com- 
pleted and inserted in the lamp. The 
bulb was exhausted of air and sealed, 
the current turned on, and the sight 
we had so long desired to see met our 
eyes. 


“We have produced a very good light,” was 
the underkeyed entry in a laboratory note- 
book. 

When a second bulb burned for 40 hours, 
the inventor declared: “I think we’ve got it. 
If it can burn forty hours, I can make it last 


twenty years completely solve the 
problem of the electric light twice a 
year without in any way interfering 
with the interest of novelty.... There is 
a strong flavor of humbug about the 
whole matter.... Mr. Edison’s efforts in 
electric lighting seem cursed with a 
total absence of originality.... He is an 
inventor who is absolutely intoxicated 
with his own reputation.... Successes 
seem to have completely turned his 
head.” 

In short order, however, dynamos 
were improved to generate sufficient 
power and, on New Year’s Eve, Edison 
gave a public demonstration of his 
lighting system in the streets and build- 
ings of Menlo Park. Never “before or 
since,’ commented Smithsonian maga- 
zine one century later, “has an inven- 
tion had such an impact on culture and 
society or led to so many other inven- 
tions. Between 1880 and 1882, Edison 
laid the foundation for the entire elec- 
tric-light and power industry. He de- 
vised sockets, switches, fuses, cutouts, me- 
ters, chandeliers (called electroliers), and 
underground mains. He erected the first 
central power station in New York. Light- 
ing systems were installed in plants and 
factories throughout the world — they en- 
abled manufacturers to operate around the 
clock and were a factor in leading, ulti- 
mately, to eight-hour shifts in place of 12- 
hour workdays.” 

Edison’s objective, he said, was “to de- 
vise the means of establishing electric 
lights on a commercial basis; to distribute 
the current from a central station and mea- 
sure it, as gas is now measured, and to bring 
the cost down to a point where the enor- 
mous moneyed influence of gas can be suc- 
cessfully countered.” Not that there wasn’t 
ignorant opposition like that heard today 
from the no-nukes kooks. Because of 
scaremongering it was necessary to install 
signs in rooms with electric lights, assur- 
ing the public that “the use of electricity 
for lighting is in no way harmful to health, 
nor does it affect the soundness of sleep.” 
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Edison risked his entire fortune devel- 
oping a lighting system he could install in 
New York City, and he faced many politi- 
cal and scientific confrontations. Thus, in 
February 1881, the inventor left Menlo 
Park, saying: “My work here is done, my 
light is perfected. I’m now going into the 
practical production of it’ As biographer 
Matthew Josephson reported, “He must su- 
pervise the installation of the lighting plant 
in New York himself; he must start the 
manufacturing shops that were to supply 
the equipment for the new electric light 
and power industry he was initiating. The 
man of inventions must now double as in- 
dustrialist and administrator.” 

The inventor put everything he had on 
the line in what he called the “greatest ad- 
venture” of his life. Installation costs of 
the underground network were entirely at 
the expense of the Edison Electric Ilumi- 
nating Company, and users didn’t even 
have to pay unless their system not only 
worked properly but at a cost less than that 
of lighting by gas. In September of 1882 
the power was finally turned on in his 
Pearl Street station. As the New York Times 
reported: 


It was not until about 
seven o’clock, when it 
began to grow dark, that 
the electric light made it- 
self known and showed 
how bright and steady it 
is. Then the twenty-seven 
electric lights in the edi- 
torial rooms and_ the 
twenty-five lamps in the 
counting rooms made 
those departments as bright as day, 
but without any unpleasant glare. It 
was a light that a man could sit down 
under and write for hours without the 
consciousness of having any artificial 
light about him.... The light was soft, 
mellow, and grateful to the eye, and it 
seemed almost like writing by day- 
light to have a light without a particle 
of flicker and scarcely any heat to 
make the head ache. 


The next year saw installation of central 
power stations all over the world; there 
were more than 300 electric plants in op- 
eration by the spring of 1883. Meanwhile, 
Edison worked to make his bulbs last 


The right chemistry: Though he capably worked in many fields simultaneously, Edison considered 
himself primarily a chemist. His myriad achievements include developing the first commercial 
alkaline storage battery. 
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hearing loss did not stop him from 


ing a whiz at telegraphy, and actually 
him in improving a transmitter for 
ider Graham Bell’s telephone and in 


ng the gramophone. 


ArtToday 


longer and to find ways to produce them 
more cheaply. But even the early expense 
of the bulbs, records Ronald Clark in Edi- 
son: The Man Who Made the Future, “did 
not affect the customers since Edison had 
audaciously priced the first lamps at forty 
cents each even though they cost $1.40 to 
make, and did not change the price for 
years. There was good sense in this, since 
the cost of manufacture dropped first to sev- 
enty cents, then to fifty and finally to twen- 
ty-two cents. What did affect customers 
was the increased life of the bulbs, about 
400 hours when the Pearl Street station 
was switched on, but quickly increased.” 


Man of Inventions 

In 1887, the Edison laboratory was moved 
to West Orange, New Jersey. Work was 
done to move more effectively into the 
phonograph business. He patented a plate- 
glass process, projected the first experi- 
mental motion picture, and applied for a 
patent on a motion-picture camera. In 1894 
the first commercial motion pictures were 
shown on Edison’s patented Kinetoscope. 
And he applied for a patent on the first fluo- 
rescent electric lamp, leaving the fluoro- 
scope he invented in the public domain to 
further the interest of medicine. 

Through all of this, Thomas Edison con- 
sidered himself foremost a chemist — 
though he worked in many separate fields 
simultaneously with an able assistant often 
specializing on each project. Such was the 
man’s breadth that his secretary estimated 
that in 1890 he was engaged in 72 differ- 
ent projects. Consider this summary of 
Edison contributions in the field of chem- 
istry, as detailed by Byron Vanderbilt’s 
Thomas Edison, Chemist: 


(a) The development of carbon fibers. 
(b) First demonstration that carbon 
could be heated to a light yellow color 
(over 2,000° C) without disintegra- 
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Edison’s hard work and creative 
pioneered the way for many mot 
industries, including electro 
automation, radio, and televisio 


tion or severe volatilization even in 
vacuo. (c) The first manufacture of a 
practical device containing a very 
high vacuum enclosure capable of 
maintaining that vacuum for months 
or even years. (d) Major advances in 
the fields of electrical insulation for 
indoor, outdoor, and underground in- 
stallations. (e) Development of the 
first commercial alkaline storage bat- 
tery and pioneered the manufacture of 
the nickel-iron battery. (f) Several ad- 
vances in the field of electrochem- 
istry, including the method of making 
nickel flakes of minute thickness and 
a method for making zinc and other 
metal sheeting in a continuous man- 
ner. (g) First observation of the strong 
adsorption of gases by platinum 
metal. (h) Development of several 
new techniques for concentrating 
magnetite ores by magnetic separa- 
tion. (i) First preparation of iron pow- 
der commercially by direct hydro- 
genation; he manufactured and sold 


mounted a propaganda campaign 
against Westinghouse very simi- 
lar to the scaremongering to 
which Edison had himself been 
subjected by the gas-light compa- 
nies earlier in his career. To prove 
how “unsafe” A.C. was, Edison 
aides publicly executed stray cats 
and dogs (gathered by boys who 
were paid 25¢ per animal) with jolts of the 
“Westinghouse” alternating current. Edi- 
son and his supporters even arranged for 
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my work has produced anything of com- 
mercial importance. I remember one fel- 
low who swore he invented one of my ma- 
chines before I did. We found out where he 
had it built, and the records of the machine 
shop showed it was made a long time after 
I put a machine on the market. He simply 
copied my mechanism, and rusted it up.... 
I lost the German patent on the carbon tele- 
phone through the insert of a comma 
which entirely changed the interpretation 
of the patent. Another foreign patent was 
lost because the patent office in that 
country discovered that something 
similar had been used in Egypt in 2000 
B.C. — not exactly the same device, 
but something nearly enough like it to 
defeat my patent.” 


Lasting Legacy 

Whole modern industries resulted 
from Edison’s pioneering work, in- 
cluding electronics, automation, radio, 
and television. “No other man,” opines 
Robert Conot in A Streak of Luck, “has 
ever been responsible for striking the 
spring of so much wealth, nor had 
such influence on the lives of so many 
people.” In 1979, one century after 
Edison developed the first practical in- 
candescent light bulb, Conot noted: 
“Motion pictures are a $2 billion in- 
dustry in the United States; phono- 
graph and recording, $1.5 billion. The 
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high purity iron to chemical reagent 
suppliers. (j) Pioneering work in the 
processing and molding of plastics. 
(k) Pioneering the development and 


electric industry generates nearly 2 
trillion kilowatts of power and gross- 
es almost $150 billion a year. Sales of 
household appliances, washers and air 


Hitting the books: Contrary to legend, Edison never 
read every book in what became the Detroit Public 

Library. But he worked hard his entire life to acquire 
knowledge through books as well as experimentation. 


use of rubber-fabric conveyor belting. 


His inventions, he said, “came by work.” 


(1) First use of foam concrete for 
structural purposes. (m) Several firsts 
in the manufacture of organic chemi- 
cals during World War I. (n) First de- 
termination that goldenrod leaves 
contain appreciable concentrations of 
rubber; he determined rubber con- 
tents of literally thousands of plants. 


Electric Controversies 

Nor was Thomas Edison at a loss when it 
came to controversies. For instance, one of 
the more heated arguments of the day was 
between Edison and his rival George West- 
inghouse, who wanted to use alternating 
currents in his own power plants rather 
than the direct current favored by the 
“Wizard of Menlo Park.” The Edison camp 
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underhanded purchases of Westinghouse 
motors which were first used on New York 
State’s new electric chair in 1890 in an at- 
tempt to link the name of Westinghouse 
and alternating current with death by elec- 
trical shock. Eventually the promoters of 
A.C. prevailed, but it was some time be- 
fore Edison Companies adopted it. As late 
as 1903 Mr. Edison complained about 
what he considered undue attention paid to 
alternating current. 

And this genius with more patents than 
any other man in history grew to despair 
the patent laws and their enforcers as tools 
of charlatans. As Edison groused: “This 
class of men has risen in every field where 


conditioners, stoves and refrigerators, 

radio and television sets account for 

more than $15 billion annually. Gen- 
eral Electric has assets of $10 billion and 
sales of $13 billion. The A.B. Dick com- 
pany, which began by marketing the 
mimeograph, grossed $281 million in 
1975.” Such is the legacy of one individual 
man in a free society with access to a free 
market. 

When Thomas Alva Edison died in 
1931, President Herbert Hoover asked his 
countrymen to turn off their lamps for a 
moment in a widespread silent tribute to 
this great American. The country fell dark. 
And when the lights of our country once 
more were lighted they illuminated a world 
made infinitely better by one determined 
man with a dream. 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 


Heroic Crime Fighter 


Douglas Click is co-owner of Arizona Hi- 
Lift, a construction equipment firm in 
Phoenix. He is also the son of a former 
Phoenix assistant police chief. 

On March 21, 2002, a man stole a 13- 
ton dump truck and, during a 45-minute 
police chase, smashed through a fence, ran 
multiple red lights, and sideswiped sundry 
vehicles. The pursuit ended when the 
stolen truck slammed into a vehicle occu- 
pied by five persons, none of whom were 
seriously injured. 

The truck driver fled, but made the mis- 
take of running near Douglas Click’s 
home. Click saw the man and, armed with 
an aluminum baseball bat, chased and 
caught him. When the suspect refused to 
submit and began fighting, Click, a former 
cage fighter, pummeled him into submis- 
sion with the bat and held him until police 
arrived. 

News accounts of the incident trans- 
formed Click into a local celebrity, and 
television stations around the country ran 
footage of the dump truck chase and 
Click’s confrontation with suspect Ken- 
neth Ray Thomas. But no one could have 
known then that Click’s career as a heroic 
crime fighter had only just begun. 

On May 18th of this year, thieves 
smashed through the front door of Click’s 
business and stole some computer equip- 
ment. Since the heavily damaged door 
could not be repaired immediately, Click 
opted to sleep in the building at night to 
guard against further thefts. 

Shortly after midnight on May 20th, 
while upstairs in his office watching sur- 
veillance cameras, Click noticed two men 
hop a fence and begin moving toward the 
building. When they entered through the 
broken door, Click grabbed a 12-gauge 
shotgun and started down the stairs. In 
the dark, one of the intruders, wielding a 
steel pry bar, jumped him. Click was able 
to fire two blasts, at least one of which 
found its mark. Mortally wounded, the 
would-be robber (whom early news ac- 
counts did not identify) died at the scene. 
His accomplice ran, jumped the fence, 
and escaped. 

Click suffered a few welts and bruises, 
but was otherwise unharmed. The May 
21st Arizona Republic quoted Phoenix po- 
lice spokesman Detective Tony Morales as 
saying that no charges were expected to be 
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filed against him because “he was inside 
the business, he was in fear of his life and 
he was being attacked by the two suspects 
in the darkness.” 


And Not a Shot Was Fired 


Celeen Hall of Highland Park, Pennsylva- 
nia, is a registered nurse. On January 1 1th, 
she was in her living room watching an 
NFL playoff game with her father and 
four-year-old daughter, when the front liv- 
ing-room window suddenly shattered. As- 
suming that it had been shot out, and that 
there might be more gunfire, the three 
dropped to the floor. When there was no 
shooting, they got up, only to find an in- 
truder standing in the room. He had bro- 
ken the window to gain entry. 

Hall’s father told her, “Celeen, get the 
gun,” referring to the handgun he had given 
her several years earlier after the murder of 
an elderly woman who lived across the 
street. The gun, however, was sequestered 
in an upstairs closet. 

Hall ducked into a hallway with her 
daughter and peeked around the corner. 
The intruder, having heard her father’s in- 
struction and believing that she was armed, 
pleaded, “Please don’t shoot me.” 

As recounted in the January 15th Pitts- 
burgh Post-Gazette, Hall stared at him and 
thought, “ ‘I’m not going to make this easy 
for you. She decided that if the man 
thought she already had the gun, she need- 
ed to use that to her advantage.” 

“The way the house was made, if I'd let 
him get any closer, I’d be trapped,” Hall 
told the Post-Gazette. “So I grabbed my 
daughter under my arm, like a football or 
a sack of potatoes, and then came around 
the corner and charged. I ran over him, 
through him, I don’t know what.” 

Scurrying up the stairs, she reached into 
the closet for the gun and also grabbed a 
cordless telephone. After calling 911, she 
went back downstairs. 

When the intruder — later identified as 
Jamal Tompkins — saw that she was in- 
deed armed, he ran to the broken window, 
dived through headfirst, and fled. Police re- 
sponding to the 911 call spotted him run- 
ning through a neighboring yard and ar- 
rested him. His hands and face were 
covered with cuts inflicted by the broken 
glass. He was carrying a seven-inch knife 
and a four-inch metal crack pipe. 


Tompkins’ criminal record, dating back 
to 1992, also includes robbery, simple as- 
sault, reckless endangerment, and sundry 
drug offenses. 

Hall modestly gives credit for Tomp- 
kins’ apprehension to police officers Kelly 
Buettner and Bryan Perun, who responded 
to the 911 call. “They deserve all the glory,” 
she told the Post-Gazette. “He jumped out 
of my window, and he could have jumped 
into somebody else’s window right after if 
they weren’t quick to respond. Those are 
the heroes.” 


Off-duty but On-target 


Caney City, Texas, is a small municipality 
located about 60 miles southeast of Dallas 
in Henderson County. Clifton Reagan is a 
police officer with the Caney City Police 
Department. 

Officer Reagan was off-duty on May 
20th when he visited a Big & Tall Fashion 
For Less men’s clothing store in north Dal- 
las. At about 3:30 p.m., when he was in a 
changing room, a man entered the store, 
pretended to buy clothes, and then pulled 
a gun and ordered the cashier to give him 
money from the cash register. 

When Officer Reagan emerged from the 
changing room, the man began raising his 
gun in the lawman’s direction, whereupon 
Reagan pulled his own handgun and fired. 
The would-be robber, Jeffrey Macklin, 
slumped to the floor and later died at a Dal- 
las hospital. Neither Officer Reagan nor 
the cashier were harmed. 


Handgun Trumps Crowbar 


On November 13, 2002, James Borla, 
owner of Borla’s Service Station in Tor- 
rington, Connecticut, was working in his 
back office when he noticed on a video 
camera that a man wielding a crowbar 
had entered the station and was demand- 
ing cash from the attendant. Borla 
grabbed his .44-caliber handgun and con- 
fronted the thug, Erick Valsecchi. Borla 
ordered Valsecchi to drop the crowbar and 
lie on the ground. Valsecchi meekly com- 
plied, after which Borla held him at gun- 
point until police arrived. Valsecchi was 
arrested and charged with first-degree 
robbery. The station attendant was not 
harmed. Hf 

— Rosert W. LEE 
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CORRECTION, PLEASE! 


Big Brother 
vs. Obesity 


ITEM: “Americans’ extra 
weight costs the nation 
as much as $93 billion 
in annual medical bills, 
and the government pays 
about half of that 
amount,” reports USA 
Today for May 13th, cit- 
ing a study funded by the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. The 
paper also reports, “Almost 
65% of people in the USA are 
either overweight or obese.” 

It continues: “ ‘There is an ongoing 

debate about whether obesity is an indi- 
vidual or societal issue,’ says the study’s 
lead author, Eric Finkelstein, a health 
economist for RTI International in Re- 
search Triangle Park, N.C. ‘The fact that 
Medicaid and Medicare, and ultimately 
taxpayers, are financing half the cost lends 
credence to the notion that obesity is not 
solely a personal issue.’” 
CORRECTION: If taxpayers are financing 
half the cost, then that is a much better ar- 
gument for getting the government out of 
health care than it is for having the gov- 
ernment police obesity. 

Where this latest outcry is leading is 
clear: Americans are fat and Uncle Sam 
needs to shelter them from food makers 
and what they serve. And if you think the 
government won’t get into a food fight, 
consider how tobacco users have been 
burned. Indeed, some of the same activists 
from the tobacco wars are gearing up legal 
troops for calorie battles. George Wash- 
ington University Professor John Banzhaf, 
for example, told Fox News: “We’re going 
to find a judge and we’re going to find a 
jury and we’re going to start winning these 
suits.” Banzhaf, an anti-smoking zealot, 
would dish up extra taxes for fast foods and 
heavily regulate manufacturers. 


The End Is Nigh! Again. 


ITEM: “An examination of Earth’s ‘vital 
signs’ reveals alarming trends of poverty, 
disease and environmental decline that 
threaten global stability, according to the 
Worldwatch Institute’s annual report on 
trends shaping the world’s future,” report- 


-_ 
www.cagle.com nna UHL 
ed the Environmental News Service (ENS) 
on May 23th. 

“Vital Signs 2003,” summarizes ENS, 
contends “that weather-related disasters 
are likely to worsen as the climate contin- 
ues to change, a trend that highlights how 
the actions — or inaction — of the world’s 
rich affect the poor. Last year was the sec- 
ond warmest since record keeping began 
in the late 1800s and most scientists are 
convinced this trend will result in more er- 
ratic weather and rising seas.” 

The report “finds that the burden of re- 
sponsibility for climate changes falls 
squarely on the shoulders of the industrial 
nations, in particular the United States.” 
CORRECTION: These phony extrapolations 
and predictions of doom are not based on 
facts. The actual variability of tempera- 
tures has been declining worldwide, rather 
than increasing. Nor has there been an in- 
crease in the frequency or severity of hur- 
ricanes in the United States. Even alarmists 
have pulled back their more ludicrous 
claims about rising sea levels. 

As Drs. Patrick J. Michaels and Robert 
C. Balling Jr. note in The Satanic Gases, 
the current best guess is that the sea level 
might go up 5-11 inches during the next 
century, “a rise that most people might 
well not notice and to which they could 
easily adapt. After all, much of the city of 
New Orleans is currently below sea level.” 

The supposed cures would cause more 
damage than the ailments. And those ills 
are usually exaggerated. The EPA’s Latest 
Findings on National Air Quality notes 
that since 1970, the six principal pollutants 
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in U.S. air have been reduced 25 percent, 
while the gross domestic output increased 
161 percent and energy consumption 
jumped 42 percent. 

The alleged fix for global warming, im- 
plementing the Kyoto treaty, would be far 
more dangerous to the global community. 
If the U.S. slashed greenhouse gas emis- 
sions to the level demanded by the treaty 
(and all other nations implausibly met their 
targets), the average global temperature 
would be reduced less than one-half degree 
Celsius according to the National Center 
for Atmospheric Research. The price tag, 
say studies by the EPA and Energy Infor- 
mation Administration, would be a 50 per- 
cent increase in energy costs, a one percent 
drop in gross domestic product, and a mil- 
lion jobs lost. 


Profligate States Bailed Out 


ITEM: The states are getting a “windfall,” 
reported the May 28th Washington Post. 
“The federal government will dole out $20 
billion to states over the coming months. 
The money represents a one-time shot of 
relief to states, many facing budget short- 
falls...” The Maryland legislature’s “chief 
budget analyst, Warren Deschenaux, said 
it might be enough to cover a ‘worst-case 
scenario’ of unexpected declines in tax rev- 
enue. ‘As a stimulus, this gives us, and other 
states, an alternative to cutting spending 
or raising taxes, which take money out of 
the economy, Deschenaux said.” 
CORRECTION: It’s easy to see why states are 
in financial trouble when top budget officers 
believe that cutting government spending 
takes money “out of the economy.” Gov- 
ernments take from taxpayers. If govern- 
ments spend less, they should tax less, leav- 
ing more money with those who earned it, 
who can spend or invest as they choose. 

Squandering states apparently don’t 
want to end their binges. Yet they are being 
rewarded with “free” money, just once of 
course ... until the next time. Between 
1990 and 2001, says a Cato Institute study, 
“state tax revenue grew 86 percent — more 
than the 55 percent of inflation plus popu- 
lation growth. If states had limited spend- 
ing growth to that benchmark, budgets 
would have been $93 billion smaller — 
representing savings roughly twice the size 
of today’s budget gaps.” 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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Baghdad Bait-and-Switch 


by William Norman Grigg 


66 he thrill of victory is fading for some 
| American troops in Iraq,” reported a May 
28th AP dispatch from Baghdad. “With 
the military victory squarely in the past, some ser- 
vicemen ... are wondering about their role as peace- 
keepers.” “Those who did the killing should not be 
the ones keeping the peace,” observed one anony- 
mous U.S. soldier. “They need to send us home.” 
This seems eminently reasonable. After all, didn’t 
the banner prominently displayed behind President 
Bush during his visit to the U.S.S. Abraham Lincoln 
proclaim: “Mission Accomplished”? Indeed it did. 
But curiously enough, since the president’s May Day photo op 
aboard the Lincoln, dozens of American troops have been killed 
in Iraq, most of them in ambushes staged by surprisingly resilient 
irregular forces. Apparently the junior-grade Leni Riefenstahls 
in charge of sculpting Mr. Bush’s triumphant image hadn’t an- 
ticipated another wave of American bodybags arriving from Iraq. 
Much of the Iraqi popula- 
tion supposedly liberated by 
the U.S.-led invasion is be- 


Even as the Bush 


administration ginning to resent the open- 
iustify the ab ended occupation of their na- 
justly the abse tion. A May 29th Los 


Angeles Times dispatch from 
the western Iraqi city Hit de- 
scribed a revolt that erupted 
when occupation troops, 
working alongside brutal 
local police from Saddam’s 
despised Ba’ath Party, con- 
ducted house-to-house searches for weapons. After their peace- 
ful protests availed them nothing, local residents staged a riot 
that eventually led to the coalition forces’ withdrawal. 

Esmael Rabee, a local construction worker, explained to the 
Times: “They forced women and children to leave their houses. 
They violated the dignity and honor of our women. We won’t 
accept this violation. The people will do more of this if the Amer- 
icans come in here again.... They showed no respect for our way 
of life.” 

Americans with a modicum of historical memory, and an at- 
tention span longer than the typical Sean Hannity soundbite, 
might hear in Rabee’s angry words echoes of our ill-fated occu- 
pation of Somalia, another “humanitarian” invasion that degen- 
erated into a chaotic bloodbath after “mission creep” set in. What 
supposedly began as an effort to feed famine victims was rede- 
fined — by the UN and the Clinton administration — as a na- 
tion-building effort, including efforts to disarm the civilian 
population. 

Even as the Bush administration devises Orwellian justifica- 


Iraqi weapons 
destruction, iti 
revising its miss 
objectives in Iraq. 
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tions for the absence of Iraqi weapons of mass de- 
struction, it is quietly revising its mission objectives 
in Iraq. It is clear now that President Bush knowing- 
ly lied about Iraqi WMDs threatening the very exis- 
tence of the United States. It is becoming just as clear 
that he lied in his assurances that our troops would 
remain in Iraq only as long as necessary to oust Sad- 
dam. “But not one minute longer.” 

No occupation was necessary to destroy a nonex- 
istent Iraqi military threat. And if the purpose of the 
occupation is to transform Iraq into a model western 
“democracy,” it will never end. 

Of the predictable consequences of Mr. Bush’s Baghdad bait- 
and-switch, two are particularly worthy of attention. 

First, veterans of the current Iraq occupation will compose 
much of the personnel pool from which our law enforcement 
system will recruit. (That pool will also include veterans of on- 
going UN occupation missions in the Balkans.) These men will 
come to their new jobs with practical field experience in dis- 
arming civilians and carrying out other critical garrison-state 
functions. 

Hopefully, many or most of them will develop a healthy dis- 
gust of being used in this fashion. But at least some of them will 
acquire a taste for exercising arbitrary power, or embrace the 
“T’m just following orders” mindset. It is the latter personality 
type that will be rewarded and promoted in our emerging “home- 
land security” apparatus. 

The second dreadful consequence of the open-ended Bagh- 
dad mission will be a steady and worsening hemorrhage of na- 
tional power, wealth, and prestige. One foretaste of the costs of 
Imperium was offered when President Bush quietly signed a 
measure raising the ceiling on the National Debt by nearly $1 
trillion. Ultimately, those costs will prove too much for our na- 
tion to bear alone. In such fashion does swaggering imperialism 
set the stage for compelled interdependence. 

In a new 148-page report bearing the unwieldy title A New 
National Security Strategy in an Age of Terrorists, Tyrants, and 
Weapons of Mass Destruction, the Council on Foreign Relations 
describes a three-stage process leading from our present Iraq oc- 
cupation to a “Cooperative World Order” administered by the 
UN. Building on the UN-centered precedents set by President 
Bush in the Iraq occupation, the CFR report envisions a future 
presidential speech in which Mr. Bush, or a successor, urges the 
world to “move forward with the unfinished project of creating 
a permanent standing [UN military] force. I will ask the UN Se- 
curity Council and the secretary-general to place this issue at the 
top of their agenda.” 

It’s reasonable to imagine a not-too-distant time when Amer- 
ican servicemen and their families, weary of the burden of empire, 
would eagerly embrace transferring that burden to the UN. @ 
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